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MOTTO 
 
 
Do not be anxious about anything; instead, pray about everything.  
Tell God what you need and thank Him for all He has done.  
-Philippians 4: 6- 
 
 
Everything happens for a reason.  
-Anonymous- 
 
 
It is not your ups and downs that you have to count, but how much you learn.  
-Agustina E. P.- 
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FIGURES OF SPEECH AND STEPS OF EMPOWERMENT 
REFLECTED IN KID PRESIDENT’S SPEECHES 
 
By  
Agustina Ekwin Purwaningsih  
11211141034 
 
ABSTRACT  
 
This research is under the issue of stylistic approach since it explores the 
figures of speech applied in Kid President’s (Robby Novak) top ten speeches. It is 
aimed at identifying the types of figures of speech used by Kid President in his 
top ten speeches, the functions of those figures of speech, and the steps of 
empowerment reflected through those figures of speech.  
In this research, the researcher applied descriptive qualitative approach. 
However, to support the interpretation, the researcher also applied quantitative 
approach in processing the data. The primary instrument of this study was the 
researcher herself. The researcher employed some steps to collect the data: 
downloading the videos and scripts, checking the sripts and the videos, and 
collecting words, phrases, and sentences containing figures of speech. In 
analyzing the data, the researcher classified the data based on the research 
objectives and described them. To achieve trustworthiness, the researcher 
discussed her data and findings with her two supervisors who are the lecturers of 
linguistics and English literature studies. The researcher also asked three 
linguistics students to check her data and findings.  
The researcher found that there are eleven of the twelve types of figures 
of speech proposed by Perrine which are applied by Kid President in his top ten 
speeches. Those types are metaphor (17 data), metonymy (13 data), 
personification (9 data), synecdoche (8 data), hyperbole (6 data), simile (5 data), 
apostrophe (4 data), paradox (3 data), litotes (2 data), symbol (2 data), and irony 
(1 datum). The speaker does not apply apostrophe at all because of its complexity. 
In addition, he has some reasons in applying figures of speech. The function of 
those figures of speech is mostly to give the listeners an imaginative pleasure (52 
data). However, there are also other functions. Those are to bring additional 
imagery (11 data), to add emotional intensity (36 data), and to say much in a brief 
compass (16 data). Moreover, there are four steps of empowerment which are 
reflected by the speaker. They are (1) being involved in a crisis or life transition 
(14 data), (2) acting on anger or frustration (14 data), (3) responding to new 
information (52 data), and (4) building on inherent strengths and capabilities (56 
data). Therefore, in his ten persuasive speeches, the speaker tends to persuade the 
listeners by showing his internal strength and capabilities. There is no type or 
function which is identical with a certain step of empowerment. 
  
Keywords: figures of speech, functions, empowerment, steps of empowerment, 
Kid President, speech 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background of the Study  
People employ different styles of language in different contexts. This is 
because a certain style of language will affect the interpretation. For example, 
when someone is saying “Where are you from?”, that utterance can be interpreted 
as a question or an expression of anger based on the language style of the speaker. 
If the speaker utters that utterance in a plain way, it can be a question. However, if 
the speaker utters it in a higher and louder intonation, it can be an expression of 
anger.  
Meanwhile, the use of a certain style reflects the context. A formal style, 
for example, is chosen when someone is talking to someone else who is more 
powerful, more respected, or elder. This style also can be chosen when people 
have a formal meeting. Meanwhile, when a more casual style is used by a speaker, 
the context should be more casual too.  
In literary works, the choice of language style is very significant. The 
style that is chosen by the writer gives a clearer picture about not only the context 
of the story but also the character of the writer. A writer needs to be characteristic 
or „different‟ in order to create a creative and artistic work. William Shakespeare, 
a great and legendary author in English Literature, is the example. He employs 
many lexical deviations which then become English new words such as 
assassination, barefaced, dwindle, exposure, obscene, and many more words. 
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Moreover, literary men have poetic license that allows them to ignore rules and 
conventions in using language. Therefore, there are many language deviations 
employed by the author of literary works. 
By the existence of language deviations in literary works, the analysis of 
style through stylistic approach seems necessary. This branch of linguistic study 
identifies not only the form of a speaker‟s or writer‟s style or language deviations 
and its meaning but also the effects toward the listeners or readers. In other words, 
stylistic analysis can reveal the power of language when the users apply the 
language creatively through word play and deviations to create a certain and 
specific effect in their works.  
Recently, there have been many stylistic analyses on some great works 
and many of them are concerned with the analysis of semantic deviation. This 
kind of deviation seems more interesting than other deviations such as lexical, 
grammatical, graphological, and many more deviations since it creates absurdity. 
To grasp the meaning of expressions employed through semantic deviations, 
readers or listeners cannot interpret it in a strictly literal-minded way. The 
example of semantic deviation can be seen in Wordsworth‟s My Heart Leaps Up 
in which he wrote the child is the father of the man. Of course, Wordsworth did 
not literally mean to say that a child is the father of the man because logically it is 
non-sense. Therefore, the readers need to dig the intended sense of the author to 
get the meaning.  
There has been some stylistic research specifically dealing with semantic 
deviations in some great novels and poetry. Unfortunately, linguistic field still 
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lacks of stylistic analysis in other kinds of literary works. Since apparently the 
meaning of literature which at first was limited only in a written, entertaining, and 
artistic work in the form of drama, poetry, film, and novel was criticized, there has 
been a wider concept of literature. As a consequence, some works that have never 
been accounted as literary works, nowadays, are considered as literature. Those 
works are bible, speech, even newspaper and advertisement. Considering the lack 
of stylistic research on other types of literature, the researcher is interested in 
analyzing the semantic deviation specifically figures of speech in the speeches of 
nowadays‟ phenomenal figure who is known as Kid President. 
In a speech, there are some stylistic categories that are interested to be 
analyzed. One of those categories is figures of speech which are rarely noticed by 
both the speaker and listener of the speech. Indeed, most people think that 
figurative language or language containing figures of speech can only be found in 
poetic works such as poetry and novel. Nevertheless, actually people often employ 
figures of speech even in daily conversation. For example, when a man is praising 
his girlfriend‟s look, he can say “You are the queen tonight” to express his 
command that she is very beautiful. In speech, the application of figures of speech 
also can be found such as in Martin Luther King Jr.‟s speech. In his speech, he 
applies many metaphors such as when he says “This momentous decree came as a 
great beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves, who had been seared in the 
flames of withering injustice.” In that utterance, King employs metaphor by 
comparing the resolution towards Negro slaves‟ hope with great bacon light and 
anger with flame.  
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One of nowadays‟ great and famous speech is A Pep Talk from Kid 
President to You presented by a colored-skin kid named Robby Novak. He is well 
known as Kid President who has inspired many people through his speeches. 
Together with his brother-in-law, he makes some videos containing his speeches 
and shares it in the biggest video search engine, youtube. His great influence 
towards the audience can be seen from the comments of the viewers in youtube 
and the number of people who like the videos. Until nowadays, there have been 
78 videos of him that are shared in youtube by SoulPancake Subscribe. Their most 
popular video entitled A Pep Talk from Kid President to You has been viewed 
almost 32 million times.  
Generally speaking, the big theme of Kid President‟s speeches is 
children‟s empowerment. In his speeches, Kid President, which is played by a ten-
year-old kid named Robby Novak, speaks a lot about how to be an awesome kid 
and to make the world better. Moreover, the motivation behind his speeches is to 
show the world that children also have an argument that is worth listening. In 
other words, he inspires and persuades his audience and children to be 
empowered. 
Children‟s empowerment is one of nowadays increasing issues. This 
issue has been raised since people are aware of the significant role of childhood 
stage in human‟s life. Childhood is an important period in which children grow 
physically and mentally. In this stage of life, children‟s ability in many aspects 
(cognitive, affective, and psychomotoric) is trained and improved. Moreover, they 
learn many things by discovering about life through what they see, feel, and listen.  
5 
 
 
 
Childhood is also a period in which the character and mental of the children are 
built.  
Unfortunately, the learning process in childhood stage is often hampered 
by some factors that generally can be divided into external and internal factors 
that sometimes related each other. External factors are the factors that are out of 
the children‟s control including the surrounding condition in which the children 
live. The most common example of external factor is poverty. Meanwhile, internal 
factors are the factors coming from the children themselves such as children‟s 
disabilities. Those hampering factors make the children powerless. Indeed, 
children, who are still inexperienced and physically weaker than adults, are very 
potential to be treated as powerless creatures. Even children who have a wealthy 
life can be powerless too because their parents restrain their rights. Some parents 
do not let the children choose their own life and decide their own needs. They 
educate their children in a preachy way by forcing their children to follow their 
wants. 
In contrast to the reality, children need a fair education which is governed 
by the standard of excellence, and not orthodoxy, timidity, or intolerance, to 
encourage children‟s growing mind and critical thinking and to shape their future 
(West, 1988: viii-ix). Children are not supposed to be differentiated by their race, 
ethnic, religion, or economic condition. Even when the children have some 
disabilities, adults should encourage and empower them so that they have the 
same chance with the other children to achieve their dreams in the future. 
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Recently, some adults have had this awareness and attempted to echo the issue of 
children‟s empowerment.  
All in all, the speeches of Kid President are interested to be analyzed 
because it talks about a growing and important issue. Moreover, the language 
phenomena such as language ambiguity, word play, and figures of speech also 
make Kid President‟s speeches more interesting to be analyzed. Those language 
phenomena are rarely used by children because they need an advanced linguistic 
understanding. Thus, it is interesting when a ten years old kid like him is able to 
give speeches that empower and inspire people with such style.  
Therefore, considering the viewers‟ response to Kid President‟s 
speeches, the language phenomena, and the rising issue of children‟s 
empowerment, the researcher is interested to analyze the style employed by Kid 
President in his online videos specifically from the point of view of figures of 
speech to find out how such style can empower children.  
 
B. Research Focus 
There are some problems related to speech; in this research it is 
specifically children‟s speech. The first problem is related to the style of the 
speaker. Since style is considered as the variation of language at an individual 
level, everybody employs their own style. Moreover, writers or speakers in 
literary works always have their own style in order to achieve some purposes such 
as to create a certain effect or only to make the works memorable. There are some 
issues that are commonly discussed in stylistics, the branch study of linguistics 
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that is used to analyze the style in literary works. Those issues are lexical 
deviation, semantic deviation, grammatical deviation, dialectical deviation, 
deviation of register, deviation of historical period, and phonological deviation. 
Nevertheless, the most common issue being discussed is semantic deviation 
specifically figures of speech. This issue seems more interesting since semantic 
deviation creates absurdity and cannot be interpreted literally. In the speeches of 
Kid President, although the speaker is a child, there are some realizations of 
semantic deviation or figurative language. Therefore, the researcher can identify 
the kind of semantic deviation and assume the effect of employing such style in 
the speeches of Kid President.  
The second problem is the language development of the speaker that can 
be analyzed with psycholinguistic approach. Roby Novak who plays Kid 
President is a school-aged child. This period is a stage in which children‟s ability 
in using language is developed. His ability in delivering his speeches proves that 
he has an excellent skill in using a language. Using psycholinguistic approach, a 
researcher can identify what aspects of language development that have been 
gained by the speaker.  
The third problem is related with the non-linguistic aspects such as social 
and cultural aspects. The way of people talking is influenced by the social context. 
That is because language and social realities cannot be separated from each other. 
The use of language is influenced by the condition of a certain society. Language 
is also influenced by the culture. Therefore, by analyzing the language used in a 
speech, the researcher can also identify the social and cultural condition of a 
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certain society in which the speech is given. This problem can be solved through 
sociolinguistic approach.  
The last but not least problem that can be analyzed in a speech is related 
with ideology. It is sure that beyond every speech, there is an ideology that is 
delivered to the listeners. Sometimes this ideology can be clearly seen, but 
sometimes the ideology is veiled so it is hard to know the ideology implied. To 
solve this problem, discourse analysis approach can be used.  
However, considering the wide range of problems and the limited 
accessibility of the researcher in analyzing them, this research specifies its 
analysis to the first problem. It investigates the linguistic aspects of the selected 
speech. Since the issues under linguistic aspects or language phenomena in a 
speech are still various, the researcher limits this research in the use of figures of 
speech. To be more specific, the researcher analyzes figures of speech employed 
in the selected speeches, describes the functions, and relates the found figurative 
language to children‟s empowerment issue. The researcher is interested in 
analyzing some selected videos of Kid President‟s speeches. From 78 videos that 
are available in youtube, the researcher selects 10 speeches which are most 
viewed.  
Based on the limitation of the problems, the formulation of this research 
can be stated as follows. 
1. What types of figures of speech are found in the selected Kid 
President‟s speeches? 
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2. What are the functions of the figures of speech in the selected Kid 
President‟s speeches? 
3. How do the figures of speech in Kid President‟s speeches 
characterize children‟s empowerment? 
 
C. Objectives of the Research 
Based on the problem formulation above, the researcher formulates the 
objectives of this research as follows: 
1. to identify the types of figures of speech in the selected Kid 
President‟s speeches, 
2. to describe the functions of figures of speech in the selected Kid 
President‟s speeches, and 
3. to analyze how the figures of speech in Kid President‟s speeches 
characterize children‟s empowerment. 
 
D. The Significance of the Research  
By conducting this research, the researcher expects that the result can be 
advantageous in the following ways. 
1. Theoretically  
Theoretically, this research is aimed to give better understanding in the 
analysis of figures of speech in a speech. There have been some researches 
focusing on the use of figures of speech in literary works, but the analysis of 
figures of speech in a speech is still limited. The researcher expects that this 
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research will enrich the readers‟ knowledge about how figures of speech are used 
in a speech especially by children. The researcher also expects that this research 
can be one of the references in analyzing speech from linguistic, especially 
stylistic point of view.  
2. Practically  
Hopefully, through this research, readers who are students or 
academicians will know more about the issue of children‟s empowerment. The 
readers of this research are also expected to be more open-minded toward 
children‟s voice. Moreover, the researcher hopes that the readers will be more 
aware about the kinds and effects of language phenomena, especially when these 
language phenomena are used by and/ or to the children. The last but not the least, 
the researcher also hopes that by reading this research, the readers will be able to 
use many available media and facilities to educate and empower children.  
 
11 
CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE REVIEW AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 
 
A. Literature Review 
1. Stylistics 
a. Style as the Variation of Language  
There are some definitions of style. Chaika (1982: 9) as a sociolinguist 
defines style as a variation of language that controls social interaction and gives its 
own message. Under sociolinguistic approach, style can be understood as an 
individual variety in using language to talk or speak to others by considering a 
certain condition or context. Here, Chaika (1982: 9) compares style to a dress. People 
choose an appropriate dress based on the occasion; they will not come to a 
glamorous party or attend a formal meeting with the director in a casual costume. 
Similarly, people will also consider the linguistic form that they will employ to 
convey social or artistic effects based on the context. They employ different styles of 
speaking in different occasions. This definition is supported by Chapman (1973: 11) 
who defines style as the choice of a register that is commonly employed by people in 
a certain situation. In other words, sociolinguists identify style as the product of 
social situation.  
Meanwhile, Leech and Short have a vaguely different perspective on style. 
Both of them agree that style in the broadest sense can be used in both written and 
spoken, both everyday and literary varieties of language but by tradition it is closer to 
written literary text (Leech and Short, 2007: 10). This definition is close to Lehman‟s 
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definition of style which argues that style can be used to reflect the genres, 
individuals, period, or language in a literary work (1996: 303). For example, people 
will notice the works of an Indonesian female writer named Djenar Maesa Ayu, who 
has written many short stories and novels such as Mereka Bilang Saya Monyet 
(2002), Nayla (2005), and SAIA (2014) from her style which is brave, taboo, and 
feminist. In all her works, she makes a woman as the main character and vulgarly 
talks about sex and women abuses.  
In other words, if Chaika views style of a language in a more general 
concept (style employed in daily conversation as a social interaction), Leech and 
Short (2007: 11) define style in a more specific definition by identifying it as the 
linguistic characteristic of a particular text (literary works). However, Chaika, Leech, 
and Short have the same idea that style belongs to parole. Parole is a term used 
firstly by a Swiss linguist named Saussure. Saussure via Leech and Short (2007: 1) 
differs langue from parole; langue is a system of rules or code common to speakers 
of a language (such as English), while parole is the particular uses of the system or 
the selection of the system. Since style is considered as the variation of a language 
(langue), it pertains to parole. 
b. Definition of Stylistics  
Style is a complex variation of language since it deals with not only the 
context but also the artistic effect in literary works. Therefore, it is interesting to 
analyze the style employed by a literary man in his works. This analysis can be 
conducted through stylistic approach.  
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There are many definitions of stylistics. Simpson (2004: 2) defines this 
branch of linguistic study as a method of interpreting a text in which the most 
important thing in the study is assigned to language. Meanwhile, Verdonk (2002: 6) 
and Leech and Short (2007: 11) simplify the definition of style which is the linguistic 
study of style. From both definitions, it can be seen that these linguists exaggerate 
the definition of stylistics on the analyses of linguistic items to interpret a text. 
Leech and Short (2007: 11) state that explaining the relation between 
language and artistic function is the goal of stylistics. Therefore, the question that 
should be solved in this approach is not only what but also why and how. For 
example, when a researcher analyzes figurative language in Les Miserables movie, 
the problem is not only on the figures of speech employed by the characters in the 
movie but also on the reasons of the characters to employ such style of language (or 
specifically such figurative language). There is also another significant problem that 
should be solved that is how such style influences the interpretation or creates a 
certain effect.  
To answer the questions above, Leech and Short (2007: 61-64) offer a 
method of stylistic analysis that is by having a checklist of stylistic categories. There 
are four categories named lexical categories, grammatical categories, figures of 
speech, and cohesion and context. Lexical categories are concerned with lexical 
choices such as verbs, nouns, adjectives, and adverbs. Meanwhile, grammatical 
categories focus on the structure of sentences that cover analysis on sentence types, 
sentence complexity, clause types, clause structure, noun phrase, verb phrase, other 
phrase types, and word classes (Leech and Short, 2007: 62). The third categories 
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which are called figures of speech are defined as features which are foregrounded 
because of the differences in some way from general norms of communication by 
means of the language code. Znamenskaya (2004: 97) describes figures of speech as 
a stylistic device including tropes, schemes, and any other syntactical expressive 
means. The last but not the least categories, context and cohesion, can be understood 
as categories that cover analysis on the connection between sentences or internal 
organization within a text and external relations of a text or part of a text (Leech and 
Short, 2007: 64).  
 
2. Types of Figures of Speech  
Figures of speech are the heading of linguistic and stylistic categories that 
are commonly employed by poets in their works. It can simply be defined as a way 
of saying something in a different way or by not using a plain way. Perrine (1969: 
65) gives a similar definition of figures of speech by saying that it is „any way of 
saying something other than the ordinary way‟. Although most people note the 
existence of figures of speech in poetry or novel, actually this feature is also often 
applied in everyday conversation. For example, when people are discussing about the 
weather in rainy season, they often say “it was raining cats and dogs”. Moreover, 
men also often say that their girlfriend is their soul. In those expressions, the listener 
cannot interpret the meaning literally because it is logically nonsense if someone is 
saying that there are a raining cats and dogs because rain should be drops of water. 
Moreover, that a girl is the soul of any other man even any other girl is considered to 
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be unaccepted idea. Those are because they employ figurative language in their 
expressions.  
Perrine (1969: 64-118) classifies twelve figures of speech into three 
categories. The first category is figures of speech by comparison which include 
metaphor, simile, apostrophe, and personification. The second category is figures of 
speech by association including metonymy, synecdoche, symbol, and allegory, while 
the last category is figures of speech by contrast that include paradox, irony, 
hyperbole, and litotes.  
a. Simile  
Simile is a type of figures of speech in which two things are compared and 
the connection is clearly marked by the use of the words „like‟ or „as‟ so that the 
readers or listeners can easily note it as a comparison (Gill, 2004: 25). In addition, 
besides those words, Perrine (1969: 65) also mentions some other words such as 
„than‟, „similar to‟, and „resembles‟ as the other comparison markers which are 
usually used.   
Gill gives an example of simile which is taken from Sassoon‟s Everyone 
Sang.  
Everyone suddenly burst out singing; 
And I was filled with such delight 
As prisoned birds must find in freedom …. 
(Gill, 2004: 26) 
In a piece of poem above, Sassoon compares the persona‟s delight to the 
happiness of a prisoned bird that finds its freedom. Here, Sassoon is increasing the 
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emotional degree of the readers so that they have a clearer picture about the abstract 
concept of a great joy.  
b. Metaphor 
Metaphor is another kind of figure of speech by comparison. Metaphor, like 
simile, compares things essentially unlike (Perrine, 1969: 65). What makes this type 
different from simile is the absence of connecting words that mark the comparison. 
In other words, simile is an indirect comparison, while metaphor is a direct 
comparison (Glucksberg, 2001: 29). An example of metaphor is taken from some 
expressions in Shakespeare‟s Spring as followed. 
(i) Merry larks are plough-men‟s clocks. 
(ii) Clasps the crag with crooked hands. 
(Perrine, 1969: 65) 
In example (i), Shakespeare compares larks with clocks. They are two 
different things and Shakespeare does not clearly show that this sentence compares 
those two different things because he does not apply any comparing word. In 
example (ii), he substitutes crooked hands for claws. Here, the comparison between 
crooked hands and claws are also not explicitly shown. To understand the implicit 
meaning of both examples, the readers need to have background knowledge that 
makes them able to find the similarity between those different things being 
compared. Therefore, the two sentences above employ metaphor.  
c. Personification 
A figure of speech which is applied by giving attributes of human being to 
an animal, an object, or an idea is called personification (Perrine, 1969: 67). In other 
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words, „personification occurs when language gives human qualities to lifeless things 
(Kovecses, 2002: 35).  
The examples of this figure of speech are some sentences such as the grass 
is dancing, the wave sweeps the sands, and love strengthens us. Those sentences 
cannot be interpreted literally because there is no grass that is able to dance and no 
wave can sweep either sand or floor. There is also no love that can strengthen 
anything or anyone since love is an abstract noun. However, in those sentences, the 
speaker or writer treats grass, wave, and love as a human being that are able to dance, 
sweep, and strengthen people.  Therefore, those sentences apply personification.  
Meanwhile, Gill (2004: 29) takes a sentence from Gray‟s Elegy: “Can 
Honour‟s voice provoke the silent dust?” as an example of personification. In this 
sentence, Gray personifies honour since honour is an idea, a quality that defines 
someone worth respected. However, in Gray‟s Elegy, honour can be meant as a 
person who is honourable.  
d. Apostrophe 
 When a speaker or writer throws voice, life, and human form into the 
addressee, it is called apostrophe (Johnson, 1986: 185). Apostrophe is applied by 
„addressing someone absent or something nonhuman as if it were alive and present 
and could reply to what is being said‟ (Perrine 1969: 67). As a part of figures of 
speech by comparison, sometimes apostrophe is difficult to be differed from 
metaphor. Both of them compare two different things and give life to nonliving 
things. Still, apostrophe can be differed from personification because personification 
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gives human being‟s attribute to non-living things directly while apostrophe gives the 
attribute in an address.  
Perrine (1969: 67) takes an example of apostrophe from James Joyce‟s 
poem entitled I Hear an Army. In that poem, the speaker or persona cries out, “My 
love, my love, my love, why have you left me alone?”. That utterance is considered 
as an apostrophe since love is an abstract noun so that no one can address it. 
However, Joyce treats love as a human who can be addressed and can reply his 
calling. In this context, this calling can be understood as an addressing to someone 
she/he loves.  
e. Metonymy 
Metonymy can be defined as applying the name of one thing for that of 
something else with which it is associated (Leech, 1968: 152). Sharing the same idea, 
Perrine (1969: 69) also defines metonymy as mentioning one thing that means 
something else which is closely related.  
An example of metonymy is I lose my Apple. In that expression, the speaker 
does not refer to a fruit named apple, but the brand of a gadget. Here, she mentions 
the name of the gadget with its brand. Other examples are when Indonesian people 
mention Pepsodent or Odol to point to a tooth paste, Kijang to point to a car, and 
Indomie to point to instant noodle. Pepsodent, odol, kijang, and indomie are the 
brands of something they actually mean. Therefore, the examples above are 
considered as the application of metonymy.  
Meanwhile, Perrine (1969: 69) gives an example of metonymy in Robert 
Frost‟s Out, Out- when Frost describes an injured boy who is holding up his cut hand 
19 
 
 
 
„as if to keep the life from spilling‟. This is included a metonymy since it is blood 
that can spill, not life. However, Frost substitutes „blood‟ with a closely related word 
which is „life‟.  
f. Synecdoche 
Synecdoche is using the part for a whole or vice verse. Perrine (1969: 69) 
argues that synecdoche and metonymy are alike as they substitute some significant 
details or aspects of an experience itself. Still, they can be differed since metonymy 
is substituting the word meant with its closely related word, while synecdoche is 
substituting it with the part or the whole of the word being meant.  
In The Naked and the Nude, Robert Graves (via Perrine, 1969: 69) applies 
synecdoche since he refers to a doctor by using a phrase „hippocratic eye‟. An eye is 
only a part of human‟s body so that it can be concluded that Graves employs 
synecdoche in that expression. Moreover, T. S. Elliot in The Love Long of J. Alfred 
Prufrock (via Perrine, 1969: 69) also employs synecdoche when he writes „a pair of 
ragged claws‟ to refer to a crab or lobster. In daily language, sometimes people also 
employ synecdoche such as when a news anchor says that Indonesia won a 
badminton competition. Actually, it is Taufik Hidayat or the representative of 
Indonesia who won that competition but the speaker mentions the whole part of 
Indonesia as the winner.  
g. Symbol 
A word that points to or stands for a reality beyond itself is considered as a 
symbol (Gill, 2004: 30). A symbol can also be defined as something that means more 
than what it is (Perrine, 1969: 83). This type of figures of speech can easily be 
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misinterpreted because it „varies in the degree of identification and definition that 
their authors give them‟ (Perrine, 1969: 84).  
Again, Perrine takes Robert Frost‟s poem as the example (1969: 83). In The 
Road Not Taken, Frost tells about a choice made between two roads. In the first until 
third stanza, he does not obviously show that „road‟ as written in his poem is not the 
actual meaning. However, in the last stanza, the readers start to be suspicious that it 
is not what Frost really means. By the help of background knowledge, they then can 
relate the roads as some choices in human‟s life. Therefore, the readers‟ knowledge 
and experience will help them to interpret the meaning.  
Unfortunately, there are two kinds of symbols which are traditional and new 
symbols (Gill, 2004: 31). Traditional symbols are symbols which have been existed 
since a long time ago and most people have been familiar to them. For example, most 
people are able to accept that sunrise symbolizes a new hope, a new beginning. 
Meanwhile, new symbols are symbols which are originally created by a literary man. 
Therefore, to interpret this kind of symbols, readers should recognize some things 
related with the symbol such as its place, its history, its mean, etc.  
h. Allegory 
Allegory is a descriptive or narrative that has a second meaning beneath the 
surface one and can also be understood as a series of related symbols in a text 
(Perrine, 1969: 91). Allegory less concern on a single image but has a great interest 
on the ulterior or intended meanings. Although this figure of speech is effective to 
help the readers make the abstract concrete, unfortunately, this is less popular in 
modern literature (Perrine, 1969: 92). 
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Perrine (1969: 91) gives an example of this figure of speech from Bible 
when Pharaoh has a dream that there are seven fat kine devoured by seven lean kine. 
In that story, Joseph interprets its allegorical meaning that Egypt is to enjoy seven 
years of wealthy life and then there will be famine seven years after that.  
i. Paradox 
Paradox can be defined as a true statement or situation that seems 
contradicted (Perrine, 1969: 109). Gill (2004: 35) also shares the same idea of 
paradox by stating that it is a noticeable contradiction which tells something strange 
but true. The shock value or element of surprise is the value of paradox. To see how 
a sentence containing paradox is telling a truth, readers should look closer on the 
context and circumstances involved in a paradox.  
Gill explains paradox clearly by giving an example taken from Keat‟s Ode 
on a Grecian Urn.  
Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard 
Are sweater … 
(Gill, 2004: 35) 
Readers might be confused with the sentence above since it seems to 
contradict the truth. However, the contradictory truth seems interesting and more 
beautiful than the actual truth. To interpret what the writer actually means with this 
contradiction, the readers should look on the context that is contained in other parts 
of the poem.  
Perrine (1969: 109) gives another example taken from Alexander Pope‟s 
writing in which he says that a literary critic would “dam with faint praise”. At first, 
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that expression seems impossible since praise is a good thing that mirrors the success 
of a work. Nevertheless, when readers are looking closer to its condition and 
circumstances, they will understand that actually Pope‟s contradiction above is a 
truth. Literary men need more critics than praises in order to make better work. 
Moreover, too much praise may damage an author‟s work since it makes her or him 
„drowned‟ in satisfaction.  
j. Irony 
According to Perrine (1969: 112), similar to paradox, irony has meanings 
which broaden its use merely as a figure of speech. Further, he also proposes three 
types of irony namely verbal irony, dramatic irony and irony of situation. Irony is 
considered as a type of figures of speech which is often confused with satire but 
irony may be used with neither sarcastic nor satirical intent (Arthur, 1996: 523).  
Verbal irony is saying the opposite of what one means (Perrine, 1969: 113). 
This type of irony is often used to echo a thought or utterance with implied opposite 
meaning or attitude (Wilson & Sperber, 2004: 622). Verbal irony can bring both 
what is literally said and the contradiction of what is said. Griffiths (2006: 82) takes 
Halle Berry‟s utterance which is “Oh, this is wonderful”. That utterance was uttered 
in 2005 when she pluckily attended an award ceremony for the worst actress. In that 
occasion, she also said, “If you aren’t able to be a good loser, you’re not able to be a 
good winner”. This is a verbal irony because Berry meant to say the opposite of what 
she said.  
Meanwhile, Perrine defines dramatic irony as a sequence of discrepancy or 
incongruity between what the speaker says and what the author means (1969: 115-
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116). In addition, Perrine also argues that dramatic irony can be used not only to 
show attitudes but also to illuminate character in the work. This type of irony is more 
complex than verbal irony since it insists a more complex response from the readers. 
However, dramatic irony is very effective to enable the readers to guess the meaning 
of what the author intends without directly stating them. This effect also can be 
achieved by the application of irony of situation. This kind of irony occurs when the 
discrepancy exists between the actual conditions and those that would seem 
appropriate or between what ones anticipates and what actually comes to pass 
(Perrine, 1969: 117).   
k. Hyperbole 
Perrine states that hyperbole or overstatement simply can be defined as an 
exaggeration in the service of truth (1969: 110). As a type of figure of speech by 
contrast, hyperbole shows the contrast fact by amplify certain part of a sentence or 
utterance. Writer or speaker often applies hyperbole to emphasize a certain point in 
an exaggerating way (Kevecses, 2002: 22).  
Hyperbole is also often used by an author in his or her works. Perrine in his 
book gives an example which is taken from Robert Frost‟s The Road Not Taken.  
I shall be saying this with a sigh  
Somewhere ages and ages hence, 
(via Perrine, 1969: 111) 
In the piece of work above, Frost applies hyperbole by repeating the word 
„ages‟. Moreover, Perrine also gives some examples of the application of 
overstatement in daily language. When someone is saying “there are millions of 
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people” to describe how crowded tonight‟s party is, he or she is applying hyperbole. 
When a kid tells to her or his mother that he or she is hungry by saying “I am 
starving!”, he or she is applying hyperbole. A student also applies hyperbole when he 
or she is beefing about a subject that he or she does not like by saying “Mathematic 
is a never-ending suffering for me”. 
l. Litotes 
In contrast to hyperbole, litotes or understatement is saying less than one 
means (Perrine, 1969: 111). It also can be understood as a way of employing a 
negative expression where a positive one would have been more forceful and direct 
(Leech and Short, 1981: 169).  
Robert Frost in The Rose Family applies litotes as followed. 
The rose is a rose,  
And always a rose  
(Perrine, 1969: 112) 
In that piece of poem, Frost applies metaphor which also has an 
understatement effect since there is an implicit meaning which is more than what he 
literally says.  
In daily conversation, understatement is also often applied. For example, 
when someone has finished his dinner and then says “this looks like a good bite”, 
that utterance is considered as understatement since the speaker is stating less than 
the truth (Perrine, 1969: 111). 
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3. Functions of Figures of Speech  
Poets and other literary men employ figurative language to create a certain 
effect. Chesterton (2010: 523) says that the aim of putting figures of speech in 
author‟s work is to create a fresh work, to emphasize certain part of the work, and to 
be different with the usual denotation works. Meanwhile, Perrine (1969: 71-72)  in 
his Sound and Sense proposes four functions of figures of speech. They are giving 
imaginative pleasure, bringing additional imagery, increasing emotional intensity, 
and delivering much in a brief compass.   
a. Giving Imaginative Pleasure  
By putting a certain figure of speech in a work, the author is providing an 
imaginative enjoyment for the readers (Perrine, 1969: 71). Stanley (2007: 8) gives an 
example through the following sentence: the ground is thirsty, the ground is dry. In 
that writing, he affords the readers a clear imagination or picture of a dry ground by 
personifying the ground. That sentence evokes the readers‟ imagination of a kind of 
the ground that is being told by the writer. In The Deserted House, Walter de la Mare 
also amuses the readers by applying hyperbole in the following sentences. 
A very, very old house I know- 
And ever so many people go, 
 (Perrine, 1969: 74) 
In a piece of poem above, the writer employs hyperbole by repeating the 
word „very‟. The readers, then, may imagine an abandoned house made of wood with 
many dust and spider‟s web. In other words, the application of hyperbole above 
evokes the readers‟ imagination of a very old and quiet house. 
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The other evidence that figurative language can give imaginative pleasure is 
shown in Frost‟s The Road not Taken (via Perrine, 1969: 82) as what can be seen in 
the following sentences.  
 Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,  
 And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth  
 
In the poem above, Frost gives a picture of a traveler‟s journey. He applies 
allegory to tell about the choices in human‟s life with the roads in which a traveler 
should choose only one to travel. Therefore, the writer delivers his idea by giving the 
readers an imagination of being a traveler.  
b. Bringing Additional Imagery 
The second function of figures of speech is to bring additional imagery. 
Having the same opinion, Stanley (2007: 8) also argues that the application of figures 
of speech can add a more vivid imagery. Meanwhile, Katz (1998: 84) describes the 
definition of imagery itself as conceptualizing or visualizing the properties of an 
abstract object into figurative description. In other words, imagery is useful for 
giving a clearer picture towards the readers so that they can easily catch the meaning. 
Moreover, Wolosky (2001: 32) states that imagery can also be used to show the way 
comparison can be thought through the text.  
Carl Sandburg in Perrine‟s Sound and Sense (1969: 187) creates a visual 
imagery in his poem entitled The Harbor by writing “passing through huddled and 
ugly walls”. When reading that sentence, the reader will visualize the wall being told 
by the help of the imagery.  
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Moreover, Lakoff (1980: 470) gives an example of some sentences which 
tell about love relationship containing metaphor: “Look, how far we’ve come. We‟re 
at a crossroads.” Lakoff argues that those sentences contain metaphor because the 
user of that language compares a relationship with a journey. Those sentences cannot 
be interpreted literally. Still, by bringing a visual imagery of a crossroad, the 
speakers or writers can give the listeners or readers an understanding about the 
similarities between a relationship with a journey which then help them to grasp the 
intended meaning. 
c.  Increasing Emotional Intensity  
Perrine also affirms that figures of speech can increase emotional intensity 
to otherwise merely informative statements and of conveying attitudes along with 
information (1969: 71). This opinion is strengthened by Stanley (2007: 8) who states 
that figures of speech can give an effect of stronger feeling.  
Perrine (1969: 71) gives an expression “my feet are killing me” as the 
example. In that expression, the speaker or writer does not only deliver information 
that the persona‟s feet is hurt but also evokes the emotion of the reader or listener. By 
applying hyperbole, the writer or speaker is trying to make the readers or listeners 
feel the emotion of having hurt feet. 
Moreover, Sassoon‟s Everyone Sang (via Gill, 2004: 26) as written in the 
following sentences also show that the application of figures of speech can add the 
readers‟ emotional intensity.  
 Everyone suddenly burst out singing; 
 And I was filled with such delight  
 As prisoned birds must find in freedom … 
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In the poem above, Sassoon gives a picture of a great joy by applying 
simile. He compares the happiness of the persona with the feeling of a prisoned bird 
that finally gets its freedom. Therefore, the readers do not only know that the persona 
is full of joy but their emotion of a great joy will also increase because of the simile.  
d. Delivering Much in Brief Compass  
The last function proposed by Perrine is saying much in brief compass 
(1969: 72). Moreover, Perrine takes an example from Frost‟s The Road Not Taken. In 
that poem, Robert Frost applies allegory by substituting choices in human‟s life with 
two roads. By writing four stanzas about two roads diverged in a wood, Frost gives 
the reader much information about choices in human‟s life that should be chosen. 
Through the allegory, he also tells that someone may have a hope as the reason of 
choosing certain choice but possibly it is a wrong decision, even worse, it may bring 
disaster for him or her. He also tells that once someone makes a wrong choice, he or 
she possibly has no other chance to fix it. If this comparison between two roads and 
choices in life is paraphrased, there will be more than four paragraphs but Frost 
densely delivers the information in a shorter writing through the allegory. Therefore, 
besides to give an imagination, Robert Frost also uses allegory to say much in a brief 
way.  
Another example is given by Lakoff (1980: 470) in the following sentences.  
Look how far we’ve come. We‟re at a crossroads. We can‟t turn back 
now. I don‟t think this relationship is going anywhere. This 
relationship is a dead-end street. Our marriage is on the rocks. We‟ve 
gotten off the track. Where are we? We’re stuck. It‟s been a long, 
bumpy road.  
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The sentences above apply metaphor by comparing marriage with a journey. 
Those metaphorical sentences are meaningful since if they are paraphrased, there 
will be a longer writing. In the sentence “we’re at a crossroads”, for example, it 
plainly can be written that the writer and his or her couple face some difficult choices 
in their marriage and they should decide which way they will choose. Moreover, in 
the expression “our marriage is on the rocks” means that their marriage is threatened 
by a hard situation. Therefore, in the sentences above, the use of metaphor can 
deliver the message in a more brief way. 
 
4. Children’s Empowerment  
Figures of speech, which are considered as a part of semantic deviation 
having four functions, are counted as an effective way of saying things. Therefore, a 
speaker or writer often applies figurative language or language containing figures of 
speech in their talk or works to convey their ideas and ideology. One of the ideas that 
might be contained in a literary work, specifically children‟s literary work, is 
children‟s empowerment.  
Moscovitch and Drover in Lord and Hutchison‟s journal (1993: 2) state that 
examining the concept of power and powerlessness is important to help people 
understand the meaning of empowerment. An organization under Cornel University 
concerning with the issue of empowerment namely Cornell Empowerment Group 
(1989: 2) defines power as the capability of some persons and organizations to create 
intended, foreseen, and unforeseen effects on others. Meanwhile, powerlessness is 
defined by Keiffer in Lord and Hutchison‟s journal (1993: 2) as someone‟s prospect 
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that his or her own action will be unsuccessful in influencing the outcome of life 
events. Therefore, considering the definition of power and powerlessness, 
empowerment can be understood as someone‟s process to change their incapability 
to capability to create intended effects in their life.   
The term empowerment has largely been used by people. Women 
empowerment, for example, has become a popular issue discussed by people which 
shares an idea of women‟s equality. Further, nowadays, the use of this term is 
increased because of the rise of children‟s empowerment. Children‟s empowerment 
is born as people are aware that empowerment is also needed by children in order to 
educate them to be independent and confident. The values of independence and 
confidence are necessary since children should be prepared to be independent people 
that are ready to face and able to solve any problem in their lives.  
Rappaport (1987: 119) affirms that empowerment is needed to enhance the 
opportunities for people to control their own lives. According to Lord and Hutchison 
(1993: 10), the process of empowerment consists of some steps that are being 
involved in a crisis or “life transition”, acting on anger or frustration, responding to 
new information and building on inherent strengths and capabilities. 
a. Being involved in a crisis or life transition 
 Crisis is often understood with a negative connotation. However, Lord and 
Hutchison (1993: 11) argue that being involved in a crisis can be the start of a 
turning point since crisis can evoke people‟s awareness of their powerless situation. 
They explain that when people is aware that they are powerless, there will be a 
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question of “what do I do now?” for themselves. This question can stimulate their 
mind to realize that they need to change and fix their condition.  
b. Acting on anger or frustration 
After feeling involved in a crisis, naturally, people will act on anger and 
frustration. Anger itself is defined as a part of everyday life in which people has a 
strong emotion (Lord and Hutchison, 1993: 11). In their research, Lord and 
Hutchison find that their participants gain control over their lives by a combination 
of frustration and hope. Anger and frustration are also common for children. Since 
they are still in a learning process about the nature of life, they have not had a firm 
control over their emotion when they are facing some pressures. Therefore, after 
children are aware that they are in a crisis, naturally they will act on anger and 
frustration.  
c. Responding to new information 
New information is needed for people who are aware of their powerless 
condition. When people just started to realize that they are not powerful enough even 
to control their own lives, they have lack of information. Lord and Hutchison (1993: 
12) mention information on rights and choices, insights into participant‟s own 
strengths, information about the people who had abused them, knowledge about 
appropriate resources, and learning gained from getting a formal education are the 
kinds of information that are needed by them.  
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d. Building on inherent strengths and capabilities  
By having adequate information, people build their strengths and 
capabilities to control their lives. In this step, people are thinking and building their 
personal characteristic and qualities. The qualities they commonly want are strong 
values, being resourceful, internal strengths, determination, taking responsibility, 
growing self-confidence, strong desire to improve, and hope for a better future (Lord 
and Hutchison, 1993: 12). 
Lukens (1999: 9) says that children are different from adults in experience 
but not in species. It means that children and adults have the same need. It is time 
and experience which make them different. Therefore, if adults need to be 
empowered, so do children. When adults are able to realize their powerlessness or 
crisis, children are also able. Both of adults and children also need sufficient 
information to build their capabilities and strength. The last but not the least, both of 
them are also humans who have right to control their own lives with their own 
capabilities. 
 
5. Kid President and His Speeches  
Children‟s empowerment is one of nowadays‟ increasing issue. This issue is 
spread through articles about parenting, TV shows, character building curriculum in 
schools, and many more. One of the media that are useful to echo people‟s awareness 
about this issue is the Internet. Through the Internet, we can find many articles 
shared about the importance of children‟s empowerment and some organizations 
which are struggling for empowering powerless children. Through the Internet we 
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can also know a significant figure in children‟s empowerment well known as Kid 
President.  
Kid president is a character of a great kid in online videos that is played by 
Robby Novak. In his videos, he delivers his persuasive speeches to empower and 
motivate the people who are watching. The videos are three to five minutes long and 
published in the biggest video search engine in the world, Youtube. Up to the time of 
this research was conducted, there had been 78 videos shared by SoulPancake 
Subscribe in Youtube. Those videos have also been watched and liked by millions of 
people and some of them left positive comments.  
Robby Novak is a ten-year-old and colored-skin kid. Together with his 
brother-in-law, he made his first video in July 2012. The reason for creating it is that 
they believe that children have ideas and arguments that are worth listening not only 
by the other children but also by adults. Robby Novak is actually suffering from 
Osteogenesis Imperfecta (OI), a brittle bone condition which has resulted in his 
having over 70 breaks since birth. Besides his illness, he inspires millions of people 
by showing that his condition does not define who he is. In his speeches, he always 
motivates and inspires the viewers about the values of empowerment such as 
independence, confidence, and optimism.  
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Figure 1. Kid President  
 
There are around 70 videos of Kid President shared by SoulPancake 
Subscribe. Unfortunately, because of the limited accessibility of the researcher, there 
are only 10 videos or speeches being analyzed. Those ten speeches are chosen based 
on the popularity or the number of the viewers. Those speeches are entitled A Pep 
Talk from Kid President to You (34,755,257 viewers), Kid President’s 20 Things We 
Should Say More Often (7,526,624 viewers), An Open Letter to Moms from Kid 
President (6,083,915 viewers), Kid President’s Pep Talk to Teachers and Students 
(4,928,746 viewers), Kid President’s Letter to A Person on Their First Day Here 
(3,493,482 viewers), Kid President – Diabetes vs. Diabeetus (1,377,494 viewers), 
Kid President – Guide to Being A Party (1,252,790 viewers), Kid President’s 5 
Things that Make Summer Awesome (1,179,232 viewers), Kid President Expalins It 
All (971,147 viewers), and Kid President Changes the Future (940,406 viewers).  
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B. Previous Studies 
There are some studies concerned with the issue of children‟s empowerment 
in children‟s literature. One of them is a thesis entitled Children‟s Empowerment in 
Enid Blyton‟s The Naughtiest Girl Again, The Naughtiest Girl is a Monitor, and 
Here’s The Naughtiest Girl. That research was conducted by Elisabeth Murni 
Purwaningsih in 2012 as her thesis to achieve Sarjana Sastra in Yogyakarta State 
University. In her research, she found that children‟s empowerment is gained through 
the characterization and there are four aspects that are empowered in those works. 
Those aspects are feeling empowerment, thought, empowerment, action 
empowerment, and empowerment through other character‟s comment.  
In this research, the researcher is also interested in analyzing children‟s 
empowerment. However, what make this research different are the object and the 
theory. In her thesis, Purwaningsih analyzed children‟s literary work in the form of 
novel. Meanwhile, in this research, the researcher analyzes children‟s speeches, that 
are speeches delivered by a kid named Roby Novak. In her research, Purwaningsih 
also employed Orientalism as her theory. She analyzed the objects of her research 
from literature point of view. Therefore, she analyzed the characterization in the 
novels to reveals the values of children‟s empowerment in the objects. Conversely, 
the researcher in this research analyzes the objects which are the speeches or Kid 
President or Robby Novak from linguistic, specifically stylistic point of view.  
There are also many researches which analyze the use of figurative language 
in a speech. One of those researches is a journal article entitled A Metaphorical 
Analysis of Martin Luther King Jr.’s I Have a Dream by Joe Ciesinski. This article 
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was firstly published in June 2010 in digitalcommons.calpoly.edu. Although the 
object of this research is also speech, this research can be differed from Joe‟s 
research. First, Joe‟s research only focuses on the use of metaphor while the 
researcher of this research analyzes twelve types of figures of speech proposed by 
Perrine. Those types are metaphor, simile, apostrophe, personification, metonymy, 
synecdoche, symbol, allegory, paradox, irony, hyperbole, and litotes. Moreover, this 
research does not only identify the kinds of figurative language employed by the 
speaker, but also the functions and relates them with the issue of children‟s 
empowerment.  
 
C. Conceptual Framework  
The researcher formulates three research questions in this research. The first 
question has a deal with the types of figures of speech contained in the ten selected 
speeches. Meanwhile, the second question deals with the functions of those figures 
of speech. In the last question, the researcher relates the types and functions of 
figures of speech with the issue or specifically the process of empowerment. In 
finding and discussing the answer of those questions, the researcher analyzes the data 
based on some theories.  
The first theory that is used by the researcher to analyze the types of figures 
of speech existed in Kid President‟s speeches is Perrine‟s theory. Perrine proposes 
twelve types of figures of speech which are classified into three categories. The first 
category is figures of speech by comparison including simile, metaphor, 
personification, and apostrophe. The second category is figures of speech by 
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association which contains metonymy, synecdoche, symbol, and allegory. The last 
category is figures of speech by contrast which includes paradox, irony, hyperbole, 
and litotes.  
The second question which deals with the functions of applying the figures 
of speech is also answered by the help of Perrine‟s theory. In his book entitled Sound 
and Sense, Perrine offers four functions of figures of speech. Those functions are 
giving imaginative pleasure, bringing additional imagery, adding emotional intensity, 
and saying much in brief compass.  
The last question in which the researcher relates figures of speech with the 
issue of children‟s empowerment is answered by connecting the types and functions 
of figures of speech (using Perrine‟s theory) with the process of empowerment 
proposed by Lord and Hutchison. Lord and Hutchison in their journal entitled The 
Process of Empowerment: Implications for Theory and Practice published in 
Canadian Journal of Community Mental Health in 1993 affirm that there are four 
steps of empowerment. Those steps are being involved in a crisis or “life transition”, 
acting on anger or frustration, responding to new information, and building on 
inherent strengths and capabilities.  
All in all, the researcher answers the research questions based on the chosen 
theories. The way the researcher thinks of those theories and questions can be clearly 
seen through the following framework of thinking or analytical construct.  
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHOD 
 
A. The Type of the Research  
In this research, the researcher basically applied qualitative approach. 
Qualitative research methodology is a research procedure which produces 
descriptive data results in the form of written or oral words from people and their 
behavior that are observed (Bogdan and Biklen, 1982: 5). This type of research 
produces knowledge which is constructed through communication and 
interpretation (Vanderstoep and Johnston, 2009: 166). Therefore, this research 
focused on the process than the consequences which were not revealed in the form 
of numbers but words. 
To be more specific, the researcher employed descriptive qualitative 
approach. Nawawi (1993: 63) defines descriptive qualitative approach as a 
procedure of solving a problem by describing or illustrating the condition of the 
research subject or object, e.g. people, department, and society based on the fact 
and its factual condition. Thus, the researcher expressed the result of this research 
in the form of description and explanation.  
Nevertheless, it cannot be denied that the researcher also applied 
quantitative approach in processing the data. In contrast to qualitative approach, 
quantitative approach is closely related with number and statistical analysis. In 
this research, the researcher stated the findings in the form of measures and 
numbers. Still, the numbers and measures used by the researcher were only to 
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state the percentages and to strengthen the interpretation. In other words, 
quantitative approach was used only to collect the additional data while the data 
analysis process and the result of this research were conducted qualitatively.  
 
B. The Form, Context, and Source of the Data 
Data are any rough materials collected by a researcher from the world or 
field they are studying (Bodgan and Biklen, 1982: 73). In this research, the 
researcher collected the data in the form of lingual units namely words, phrases, 
and sentences in which figurative language is used. Meanwhile, the context of the 
data was the text of Kid President’s speeches which were selected based on their 
popularity.  
The primary sources of this research were speeches of Kid President that 
were taken from youtube. Since 2012 until January 2015, there have been more 
than seventy speeches or videos of Kid President available in youtube. However, 
considering the researcher’s accessibility and the effectiveness of the data 
analysis process, the researcher took only ten speeches based on their popularity 
or number of viewers. Those selected speeches are entitled A Pep Talk from Kid 
President to You (34,755,257 viewers), Kid President’s 20 Things We Should Say 
More Often (7,526,624 viewers), An Open Letter to Moms from Kid President 
(6,083,915 viewers), Kid President’s Pep Talk to Teachers and Students 
(4,928,746 viewers), Kid President’s Letter to A Person on Their First Day Here 
(3,493,482 viewers), Kid President – Diabetes vs. Diabeetus (1,377,494 viewers), 
Kid President – Guide to Being A Party (1,252,790 viewers), Kid President’s 5 
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Things that Make Summer Awesome (1,179,232 viewers), Kid President Expalins 
It All (971,147 viewers), and Kid President Changes the Future (940,406 
viewers). 
Besides the main sources above, the researcher also used some additional 
references as the supporting information in analyzing the data. Those references 
were books, articles, and journals either printed or online sources, that helped the 
researcher conduct this research. 
 
C. The Research Instruments 
According to Lincoln and Guba (1985: 267), the characteristic of 
qualitative research is using the researcher or with the help of other people as the 
instrument of the research. In this research, the researcher herself was the primary 
instrument. It is because the researcher took the role as the designer, data 
collector, data analyst, data interpreter, and also result reporter of the research. 
The researcher objectively controlled her scientific awareness to preserve the 
trustworthiness of her data. Meanwhile, there was also a secondary instrument in 
this research. That secondary instrument was a data sheet that helped the 
researcher in analyzing the data.  
 
D. The Technique of Data Collection  
In collecting and classifying the data, the researcher applied some 
procedures as presented in the following steps.  
1. Collecting the scripts and videos of the Kid President’s speeches 
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The researcher took the videos of Kid President’s speeches from 
www.youtube.com. There were more than seventy videos available but the 
researcher took only ten of them as the source of the data. In addition, the 
researcher also downloaded the transcript of the speeches to help the researcher 
analyze and collect the data. The transcript of the selected speeches was taken 
from http://lybio.net, http://livesoverlap.blogspot.com, and http://allreadable.com. 
However, before using the transcript, the researcher checked if it matches with the 
videos.  
2. Identifying the sentences which contain figures of speech  
Since the objectives of this research deal with figures of speech, the 
researcher only took Kid President’s sentences in the selected speeches which 
apply figurative language or figures of speech.  
3. Identifying the types and functions of figures of speech which are used 
After the data of figures of speech were collected, the researcher identified 
the types of figures of speech in each sentence. In this step, the researcher 
classified twelve types and four functions of figures of speech proposed by 
Laurence Perrine.  
4. Identifying the steps of empowerment reflected in each sentence 
Because the third objective in this research deals with the relation between 
figures of speech and steps of empowerment in Kid President’s speeches, the 
researcher also identified the step of empowerment which is reflected in each 
sentence.  
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In identifying the types of figures of speech, the functions, and the process 
of empowerment reflected in each sentences, the researcher used a table as 
follows.  
Table 1: The Types of Figures of Speech, Their Functions, and Steps of 
Empowerment in Kid President’s Speeches 
No Code Sentence 
Figures of Speech Functions 
Steps of 
Empowerment Explanation 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 a b c d I II III IV 
1 S1/ 
00.14/ 
6/ c/ I-II 
The world 
needs you 
to stop 
being 
boring. 
     v         v  v v   That expression 
employs synecdoche 
because the speaker 
mentions “the world” 
to points to humans 
who are actually only 
a part of the world. 
Through synecdoche, 
the speaker is trying to 
increase the listeners’ 
emotional intensity or 
awareness of the 
importance of not 
being boring. This 
sentence reflects that 
the speaker is 
involved in a crisis. It 
also shows the 
listener’s acting on 
anger. 
 TOTAL      1         1  1 1    
Notes: 
S1/ 00.14/ 6/ c/ I-II : A Pep Talk from Kid President to You/ minute/ Types of Figure 
of Speech/ Functions/ Steps of Empowerment 
 
 
1 : Simile 
2 : Metaphor  
3 : Personification 
4 : Apostrophe 
5 : Metonymy 
6 : Synecdoche 
7 : Allegory  
8 : Symbol 
9 : Paradox  
10 : Hyperbole  
11 : Irony  
12 : Litotes  
a : giving imaginative 
pleasure 
b : bringing additional 
imagery  
c : adding emotional 
intensity  
d : saying much in brief 
compass  
I : being involved in a crisis or “life transition” 
II : acting on anger or frustration  
III : responding to new information  
IV : building on inherent strengths and 
capabilities  
 
 
 
 
S1 : A Pep Talk from Kid President to You 
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E. The Technique of Data Analysis 
Wiersma (1995: 281) argues that in a research, the process in which the 
researcher categorizes, describes, and synthesizes the data is called data analysis 
process. In this research, textual analysis was applied since the researcher referred 
to the related theories played as the guidance in analyzing the data. To be more 
specific, the procedures employed by the researcher in analyzing the data are 
presented as follows:  
1. classifying the data based on the types of figures of speech;  
2. describing the functions of the figures of speech found in the 
speeches based on the selected and related theory; 
3. classifying each of the data based on the step of empowerment; 
4. analyzing and interpreting the data to answer the research problems; 
5. reporting the findings in the form of textual description and drew the 
conclusion. 
 
F. Trustworthiness  
Trustworthiness is needed to re-analyze the result of the research so that 
the knowledge produced in this research can be worth trusted for the readers 
especially in academic reading. In other words, trustworthiness is important to 
achieve a trustworthy result of the research and to determine the quality of it. 
Meanwhile, the quality of a qualitative research is measured through four criteria 
which are credibility, transferability, dependability, and confirmability (Lincoln 
and Guba, 1983: 301-328).  
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The credibility of a research depends on the researcher’s in depth analysis 
and the sufficient information rather than the number of the sample (Patton, 1990: 
169). Therefore, credibility is determined by the researcher’s ability in analyzing 
the data. However, Lincoln and Guba (1983: 316) argue that the credibility of a 
research is impossible without its dependability which is measured by checking 
the consistency of the researcher in doing the research. In other words, 
dependability and credibility are tied together. The third criterion of a trustworthy 
research, which is confirmability, is achieved through the researcher’s ability in 
demonstrating the neutral situation of the research interpretation (Lincoln and 
Guba, 1983: 320). Since the variables of qualitative research are value-bound, the 
result cannot be objective. Still, the result of a qualitative research must be 
confirmable. Meanwhile, the last but not the least criterion which is transferability 
means that the findings of the research are applicable to the new situation (Lincoln 
and Guba, 1983: 125). 
In order to achieve credibility, the researcher applied triangulation 
technique. Triangulation utilizes something outside the data to verify or compare 
them (Moleong, 2001: 178).  In this research, the researcher conducted 
triangulation by consulting the data with her first and second supervisors (Titik 
Sudartinah, S.S., M.A. and Niken Anggraeni, S.S., M.A.). Moreover, the 
researcher asked her three friends to check, recheck, and compare the 
trustworthiness of the data. Meanwhile, transferability is achieved by reading and 
rereading to make sure that this research is able to be easily understood by the 
readers and can be used by other researchers to develop or conduct the related 
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research. In this research, the researcher also tried to make a dependable and 
conformable research by checking the consistency of the process of this research 
and analyzing the data carefully.  
 
 
 
47 
CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
As mentioned in Chapter I, this research is aimed at identifying the types 
of figures of speech in the selected Kid President‟s speeches, describing the 
functions of figures of speech in the selected Kid President‟s speeches, and 
analyzing how the figures of speech in Kid President‟s speeches characterize 
children‟s empowerment. In this chapter, the researcher presents the findings and 
discussion of the research which are based on those research objectives. This 
chapter consists of two subchapters namely findings and discussion.  
 
A. Findings 
In this first sub chapter, the researcher presents the findings related to the 
research objectives. In order to make this subchapter easier to be understood, the 
researcher provides a table which contains the findings as can be seen below.   
Table 2: The Frequency of the Types of Figures of Speech, the Functions, and 
the Steps of Empowerment in Kid President Speeches 
 
TYPES OF 
FIGURES 
OF SPEECH  
F % 
FUNCTIONS 
F % 
STEPS OF 
EMPOWERMENT  F % 
a b c d I II III IV 
1 5 7.0 5 0 1 1 7 6.1 1 1 4 4 10 7.4 
2 17 24.3 15 8 1 8 32 27.8 4 4 13 13 34 25.0 
3 9 12.9 9 0 1 1 11 9.6 1 1 8 8 18 13.2 
4 4 5.7 4 0 4 0 8 7.0 0 0 0 4 4 3.0 
5 13 18.6 12 1 9 4 26 22.6 3 3 10 10 26 19.1 
6 8 11.4 0 0 8 1 9 7.8 1 1 7 7 16 11.8 
7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
8 2 2.9 2 2 0 1 5 4.3 2 2 0 0 4 2.9 
9 3 4.3 1 0 3 0 4 3.5 1 1 2 2 6 4.4 
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10 1 1.4 0 0 1 0 1 0.9 1 1 0 0 2 1.5 
11 6 8.6 4 0 6 0 10 8.7 0 0 6 6 12 8.8 
12 2 2.9 0 0 2 0 2 1.7 0 0 2 2 4 2.9 
TOTAL  70 100 52 11 36 16 115 100 14 14 52 56 136 100 
% 
 
 
45.2 9.6 31.3 13.9 
  
10.3 10.3 38.2 41.2 
 
  
Notes:  F : Frequency  
 % : Percentage  
 
Perrine (1969: 65-118) proposes twelve types of figures of speech which 
are called simile, metaphor, personification, apostrophe, metonymy, synecdoche, 
symbol, allegory, irony, paradox, hyperbole, and litotes. As seen in Table 2 above, 
the total frequency of the occurrence of figures of speech in the top ten speeches 
of Kid President is 70. Almost all of the types of figures of speech proposed by 
Perrine are used by the speaker. There is only one type of the twelve types of 
figures of speech which is not applied. That type is allegory.  
In his speeches, Kid President does not apply allegory because it is 
considered as a type of figures of speech with the highest complexity. It is used by 
applying a sequence of symbols through a narration. Because of its complexity, 
allegory is rarely used in modern literature (Perrine, 1969: 92). Meanwhile, the 
speaker of the speeches being analyzed is an eleven-year old kid. Therefore, in his 
1 : Simile 
2 : Metaphor  
3 : Personification 
4 : Apostrophe 
5 : Metonymy 
6 : Synecdoche 
7 : Allegory  
8 : Symbol 
9 : Paradox  
10 : Irony  
11 : Hyperbole  
12 : Litotes  
a : giving imaginative pleasure 
b : bringing additional imagery  
c : adding emotional intensity  
d : saying much in brief 
compass  
I : being involved in a crisis or 
“life transition” 
II : acting on anger or frustration  
III : responding to new 
information  
IV : building on inherent 
strengths and capabilities  
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speeches, he tends to use the simpler types of figures of speech such as metaphor, 
metonymy, and personification.  
From the Table 2 above, it can be seen that there are two types which are 
considered as the types used frequently because the researcher found their 
occurrences in more than ten data. They are metaphor and metonymy. As the most 
frequent type, metaphor is applied 17 times (24.3 %). It indicates that in 
delivering his ideas, the speaker tends to use some indirect comparisons. 
Meanwhile, metonymy ranks the second as the most frequent type since it is 
applied 13 times (18.6 %) by the speaker.  
In the third rank of the most frequent type, there is personification which is 
applied 9 times (12.9 %), followed by synecdoche (applied 8 times or 11.4%), 
hyperbole (applied 6 times or 8.6%) and simile (5 times or 7%). Meanwhile, 
apostrophe, symbol, paradox, irony, and litotes are applied by the speaker in less 
than 5 sentences. Therefore, from the data related with the types of figures of 
speech, it can be concluded that although the frequency of each types is 
inconsistent, almost all of the twelve types proposed by Perrine is applied by the 
speaker. Allegory is the only type which is not applied by the speaker because of 
its complexity.  
Besides the types of figures of speech, Perrine (1969: 71-72) proposes four 
functions of the application of figures of speech; they are to give imaginative 
pleasure, to bring additional imagery, to increase the emotional intensity, and to 
say much in a brief compass. In contrast to the types, the researcher found that 
those four functions of figures of speech exist in all of the 70 data.  Even, there are 
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some data containing one type of figure of speech which have more than one 
function. Therefore, although figures of speech occur 70 times, the total number 
of the functions is more than a hundred.  
In the table above, it can be seen that giving imaginative pleasure has the 
highest score as the most frequent function of the figures of speech applied in the 
speeches of Kid President. From the total number of the frequency which is 115, 
this function occurs 52 times (45.2%). Although this function has the highest 
score, it does not work in some types of figures of speech. Those types are 
synecdoche, irony, and litotes.  
At the second level of the most frequent function of figures of speech in 
Kid President‟s speeches, there is a function to add the listeners‟ emotional 
intensity. This function has the total frequency of 36 or 31.3 %. It does not exist 
only in two types of figures of speech, which are apostrophe and symbol. 
However, hyperbole, paradox, and synecdoche work effectively to reflect this 
function. It is because the application of each of these three types naturally gives 
an effect that exaggerates the meaning, brings a surprising effect, and specifies or 
widens the meaning. As a consequence, these three types contribute to affect the 
listeners‟ emotion effectively.  
In the third rank of the most frequent function of figures of speech, there is 
„saying much in a brief compass‟. Its total frequency is 16 or 13.91 %. This 
function works mostly in the application of metaphor. Yet, it cannot be found in 
some types of figures of speech. They are apostrophe, paradox, irony, hyperbole, 
and litotes.  
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The lowest rank of the most frequent function is achieved by „bringing 
additional imagery‟. This function contributes 11 data or 9.57% of the total 
frequency. In the speeches of Kid President, metaphor is the most frequent type 
that has this function. This function can be found only in the application of five 
types of figures of speech in Kid President‟s speeches. Those types are metaphor, 
metonymy, symbol, and hyperbole.  
The Table 2 above shows not only the types of figures of speech in Kid 
President‟s speeches and their functions but also the steps of empowerment 
reflected in those figurative expressions. There are four steps of empowerment 
which are being involved in a crisis or life transition, acting on anger or 
frustration, responding to new information, and building on inherent strength and 
capabilities (Lord and Huitchison, 1993: 10).  
In all of the selected speeches of Kid President, those four steps of 
empowerment are reflected through the sentences or expressions containing 
figures of speech. In addition, one datum which contains one type of figures of 
speech mostly reflects two steps of empowerment. For example, the first and the 
second step of empowerment which are being involved in a crisis and acting on 
anger or frustration have the same frequency that is 14. It is because both of them 
cannot be separated. All of the sentences or expressions reflecting the first step of 
empowerment also reflect the speaker‟s anger or frustration on the crisis he is 
facing. These two steps of empowerment are mostly reflected through the 
sentences containing metaphor and metonymy because those two types are the 
most frequent types applied by the speaker.  
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Similar to the first and second step of empowerment, the third and fourth 
steps of empowerment are also difficult to be separated. Almost in all of the 
sentences or expressions showing that the speaker is responding to new 
information, the fourth step of empowerment which is building on inherent 
strength and capabilities is also reflected. However, in all application of 
apostrophe, the fourth step of empowerment is reflected without the reflection of 
the third step. Therefore, the total frequency of the fourth step of empowerment is 
higher than the third step.  
All in all, there are eleven of twelve types of figures of speech proposed 
by Perrine which are applied by Kid President in his top ten speeches. The most 
frequent type that is found by the researcher is metaphor. The eleven types found 
by the researcher work mostly to give imaginative pleasure besides to bring 
additional imagery, to add emotional intensity, and to say much in a brief 
compass. Moreover, those figurative expressions found by the researcher also 
reflect the four steps of empowerment. The most dominant step which is reflected 
is the fourth type that is „building on inherent strength and capabilities‟. There are 
some types which appear in a pair. Those are the first step that is always reflected 
with the second type. Moreover, most of the expressions reflecting the third step 
also reflect the fourth step. Only four of 56 data of the fourth step occur without 
the representation of the third step.  
 
 
 
53 
 
B. Discussion  
In this second sub chapter, the researcher discusses the findings deeply to 
answer the three research questions which are: the types of figures of speech 
applied in the selected Kid President‟s speeches, the functions of the figures of 
speech in the selected Kid President‟s speeches, and how the figures of speech in 
Kid President‟s speeches characterize children‟s empowerment. 
1. The Types of Figures of Speech in Kid President‟s Speeches 
As presented in the findings above, there are eleven types of figures of 
speech which occur in top ten speeches of Kid President. This finding supports 
Colston and Kuiper (2002: 27) who argue if children have completely exhibited 
adult proficiency in figures of speech comprehension since they reach 7 or 8 years 
of age. The order of those types of figures of speech from the most frequent to the 
least frequent is: metaphor, metonymy, personification, synecdoche, hyperbole, 
simile, apostrophe, paradox, symbol, litotes, and irony.  
a. Metaphor 
Metaphor is one of the types of figures of speech that compare two 
different things. This type of figures of speech is almost similar to simile which 
also compares some things. However, in metaphor, the differentiation is not 
shown directly by the comparison markers such as the word „like‟, „as‟, „similar 
with‟, „resemble‟, etc.  
In the top ten speeches of Kid President, some examples of metaphor can 
be found in the fifth speech entitled Kid President’s Letter to a Person on Their 
First Day Here. It indicates that in this speech, the speaker tends to express his 
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idea by using some indirect comparisons. Below is the transcript of the paragraph 
in that speech containing some metaphors. 
Some days gross things will happen. Some days awesome things will 
happen. Some days you‟ll get ice cream. Some days you won‟t. Some 
days your kite will fly high. Some days it gets stuck in a tree. That‟s 
how it is here.  
 
The paragraph above is uttered by Kid President to share his experiences 
and knowledge about life. He says that in life there are not only good but also bad 
things that can happen. That paragraph contains three sentences that apply 
metaphor. In applying those metaphors, the speaker does not mention all of the 
things being compared. For example, in the first sentence the speaker says „some 
days you‟ll get ice cream‟ (datum S5/ 00.44/ 2/ a-b/ III-IV). This sentence 
supports the main idea of the paragraph in which some days gross and awesome 
things will happen. Therefore, the speaker may use the word „ice cream‟ to 
mention „fortune‟. Those two words have a clearly different definition. Still, there 
is a similarity between them since both of ice cream and fortune are sweet or good 
things that are liked by many people. In other words, the speaker applies metaphor 
in that sentence by indirectly comparing an ice cream with fortune coming to 
somebody‟s life. However, the word “fortune” is not clearly stated in that 
sentence.  
In addition, metaphor is also applied when the speaker says „some days 
your kite will fly high‟ (datum S5/ 00.44/ 2/ a-b/ III-IV). In this sentence, the 
speaker applied metaphor by comparing a kite which someday will fly high with a 
high dream which is achieved. Therefore, similar to the metaphor above, the 
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speaker applies metaphor without clearly mentioning both of the things being 
compared.  
Another example of metaphor taken from the paragraph above is the 
sentence „some days it gets stuck in a tree‟ (datum S5/ 00.56/ 2/ a-b/ III-IV). 
Again, in that sentence, the thing which is compared with a kite which gets stuck 
in a tree is not clearly stated. The word „it‟ which refers to the kite is applied 
metaphorically to express if someday the speaker‟s or the listeners‟ dream is stuck 
because of some trouble (stuck in a tree).  
Besides the fifth speech, the seventh speech entitled Kid President-Guide 
to Being a Party also applies some metaphors. However, in this speech, almost all 
of the metaphors are applied by presenting the two things being compared. One of 
the examples is when Kid President says „I am the party‟ (datum S7/ 00.30/ 2/ a-
d/ III-IV). Kid President, in this speech, delivers his argument related with 
election and political party. He convinces his listeners that the essence of political 
party is to give a good influence. Therefore, in the sentence above, the speaker 
applies metaphor by comparing himself with people who have influence on 
others. In this fifth speech, there are also some other examples of metaphor. 
However, all the metaphors are applied in the same way that is by comparing 
political party with an influencing person or action. This can be seen in the data 
below.  
Everywhere I go is the party.  
 (Datum S7/ 00.32/ 2/ a-d/ III-IV) 
Every day when I wake up I wonder if I got a chance to be party. 
 (DatumS7/ 02.15/ 2/ a-d/ I-II) 
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In datum S7/ 00.32/ 2/ a-d/ III-IV, the speaker uses metaphor by 
mentioning places where he can meet people and things that have a significant 
role in making the world better. In other words, he compares those places with a 
political party. Meanwhile, in datum S7/ 02.15/ 2/ a-d/ I-II, he applies metaphor 
by comparing a political party with a chance to be an influencing person.  
In another speech entitled A Pep Talk from Kid President to You, the 
speaker also applies metaphor. Similar to the seventh speech, this speech also 
contains metaphors which are applied by directly mentioning the two things being 
compared. One of the sentences containing metaphor that are taken from this 
speech can be seen in the datum below.  
“Life is not game, people” 
(Datum S1/ 00.21/ 2/ a-d/ I-II) 
 
Here, the speaker indirectly compares life with a game to express his 
argument that people are not supposed to spend their life only by having fun and 
competing against one another because life is not like playing a game. In another 
sentence, metaphor is applied in the similar way that is by comparing life with a 
game as can be seen in datum S1/ 00.27/ 2/ a-d/ I-II (“And if life is a game, are 
we on the same team?”).  
All in all, six of the top ten speeches of Kid President contain metaphor. In 
general, this type of figures of speech ranks the first most frequent type of 
figurative language in the top ten speeches. Some of the metaphors are applied by 
directly presenting the two things being compared. Still, some of them are applied 
without stating both of the objects.  
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b. Metonymy 
According to Perrine (1969: 69), metonymy is classified into a type of 
figures of speech by association which is applied by mentioning one thing to refer 
to something else closely related. In the top ten of Kid President‟s speeches, this 
type is considered as one of the types which are used frequently because it reaches 
the second rank as the most frequent type of the twelve types. This type is applied 
mostly in the first speech entitled A Pep Talk from Kid President to You.  
This first speech is considered as a persuasive speech which is delivered 
by the speaker to persuade the listeners to do something in order to make the 
world better. He motivates the listeners firstly by arguing that everybody should 
lessen or stop doing things which do not bring any good influence. Then, he 
encourages the listeners by stating that everybody is capable to contribute better 
things and be a great person like Michael Jordan. In delivering those ideas, the 
speaker often employs metonymy in order to catch more attention from the 
listeners.  
The example of metonymy in this first speech is “and if life is a game, are 
we on the same team?” (datum S1/ 00.27/ 5/ a-d/ I-II). In that sentence, the 
speaker applies metonymy by using the concept of a game in which there are two 
teams competing against one another. In other words, metonymy is applied by 
mentioning an object to refer to its associated concept. This concept is applied to 
give the listeners a clearer picture about the relationship between him and the 
people surrounding whether they corporate and have the same purpose to make 
the world better or not.  
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In datum S1/ 01.35/ 5/ a-c/ III-IV, metaphor is also applied by mentioning 
an object to refer to its associated concept. The sentence is “what will be your 
Space Jam?”. Before uttering that sentence, the speaker describes how he loves 
Space Jam. Therefore, the listeners can relate the word „Space Jam‟ in that 
sentence with their idol.  
Moreover, in datum S1/ 01.54/ 5/ a-c/ III-IV, the speaker employs 
metonymy also by mentioning a more specific activity to refer to the larger 
meaning or concept. The sentence is “we can cry about it or we can dance about 
it”. This sentence is applied after the speaker shares his ideas that everyone is 
obliged to make the world better. In facing the challenge of that work, people can 
give responses in a positive way by doing that duty happily or in a negative way 
by complaining. In short, the speaker applies metonymy by using the word “cry” 
and “dance” to point the larger or more general concepts since crying is identical 
with sadness and dancing is identical with happiness.  
Besides the first speech, the fourth speech entitled Kid President’s Pep 
Talk to Teachers and Students also applies metonymy although in this speech the 
speaker does not employs metonymy as the most frequent type. As can be seen in 
datum S4/ 01.08/ 5/ a-b-c/ III-IV, metonymy is also applied in the similar way 
with datum S1/ 01.54/ 5/ a-c/ III-IV that is by mentioning a more specific example 
or activity to point the more general concept or meaning. The sentence is “The 
world‟s greatest thinkers: Confucius, Albert Einstein, Justin Timberlake, they put 
their pants on one leg at a time, just like me”. Certainly, the speaker does not 
literally mean to say that those great figures do that thing. By uttering that 
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sentence, the speaker convinces the listeners that all great people like them also 
have some weaknesses just like common people. Therefore, that sentence applies 
metonymy by presenting an example of weird or ridiculous activities to refer to 
the larger concept or meaning that is the great figures‟ weakness.  
In the speech entitled Kid President’s 20 Things We Should Say More 
Often, the speaker also applies metonymy. In this speech, metonymy is also 
applied by mentioning the more specific or concrete example to mention the more 
general or wider concept. The sentence uttered by the speaker that contains 
metonymy is “my sport team is not always the best sport team” (datum S2/ 
01.37/ 5/ a-c/ III-IV). This sentence is expressed to give a more concrete example 
of a condition in which the speaker should confess that he cannot be the best or 
the winner. In other words, through this sentence, the speaker wants to show that 
one of the 20 things that the listeners should say more often is their confession 
about their limit. Therefore, in this sentence metonymy is applied by mentioning 
the speaker‟s sport team to refer to his capabilities in general.  
In short, it can be concluded that metonymy is applied frequently in the top 
ten speeches of Kid President although some of them do not employ this type of 
figures of speech. There are some ways to apply metonymy such as mentioning 
the brand to refer to its product, the producer to refer to what is produced, an 
object to refer to its associated concept or vice versa, etc. In his speeches, Kid 
President tends to apply metonymy by mentioning a certain object or activity to 
refer to its associated concept.  
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c. Personification 
Personification is one of the types of figures of speech which reflect the 
user‟s creativity and skill in imagining. This type is included as one of the types of 
figures of speech by comparison which is applied by giving attribute of human to 
non-living things. In the top ten speeches of Kid President, this type is considered 
as one of the types which are used frequently by the speaker. 
The example of personification can be found in the fourth speech entitled 
Kid President’s Pep Talk to Teachers and Students. This speech is delivered by 
the speaker to share his idea that everybody is teaching and taught by other 
people. In this speech, the speaker applies some personifications. One of the 
application of personification can be seen in datum S4/ 02.01/ 3/ a/ III-IV. In that 
datum, the speaker asks the viewers a rhetorical question, “what are you 
teaching the world?”. That sentence is considered as personification because the 
capability to be taught and to learn is the attribute of human beings. Meanwhile, 
the world or the earth is a non living thing. Therefore, the speaker personifies the 
earth by saying that it can be taught by the listeners. In the other two sentences in 
this speech, personification is applied in the same way that is by treating the world 
or the earth as if it can be taught.  
However, in another example in the same speech, the speaker personifies 
another object that is history by saying “but as history does repeat itself, I‟m not 
going to name my pet dinosaur Reginald” (datum S4/ 00.51/ 3/ a-d/ III-IV). In this 
example, personification is applied by saying as if history can do a thing to itself. 
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History is a study or a record of important events in the past. Therefore, history is 
a non living thing which cannot repeat itself like what the speaker says.  
In the first speech entitled A Pep Talk from Kid President to You, the 
speaker also applies some personifications. One of the examples of the 
personification in this speech can be seen in datum S1/ 02.07/ 3/ a/ III-IV. The 
sentence is “it‟s everybody‟s duty to give the world a reason to dance.” In that 
datum, the speaker personifies the earth or the world by giving an attribute that is 
the ability to dance to the earth. This personification is used by the speaker to 
express his idea that people around the world need a reason to be happy or to be 
able to enjoy their life. He applies the attribute of human beings which is able to 
dance because it is closely related with an expression of joy. This form of 
personification, which treats the world as if it is able to dance, is also used in the 
next sentence containing personification. That sentence is “pass this pep talk 
along and let‟s get the whole world to dance” (datum S1/ 02.56/ 3/ a-c/ III-IV). 
Moreover, in datum S1/ 00.14/ 3/ a/ I-II the speaker also personifies the same 
object that is the world or the earth. However, the attribute which is given is 
different. The sentence is “the world needs you to stop being boring”. In that 
datum, the attribute which is given is a feeling of being bored.  
  In conclusion, personification is applied frequently in the top ten 
speeches of Kid President. It reaches the third rank as the most frequent type. 
However, many of the sentences in those speeches apply personification by 
personifying the same thing that is the world. It is because all of the ten speeches 
talk about making the world better.  
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d. Synecdoche 
Synecdoche is a type of figures of speech which is almost similar to 
metonymy because both of them are considered as figures of speech by 
association. Therefore, both of them are applied by mentioning one thing to point 
another thing which is associated. However, synecdoche is applied by mentioning 
the part for the whole part or vice versa. Meanwhile, metonymy is applied by 
mentioning any associated thing but not the part or the whole part of the referred 
thing. In the selected speeches of Kid President, synecdoche can be found in five 
speeches. Those speeches are entitled A Pep Talk from Kid President to You, Kid 
President’s Pep Talk to Teachers and Students, Kid President-Diabetes vs 
Diabeetus, Kid President’s 5 Things that Make Summer Awesome, and Kid 
President Explains It All. In those speeches, synecdoche is applied in two ways. 
Those are by mentioning the part to represent the part and vice versa.  
Synecdoche can mostly be found in the fourth speech entitled Kid 
President’s Pep Talk to Teachers and Students. The application of synecdoche in 
this speech can be found in datum S4/ 02.01/ 6/ c/ III-IV. The sentence is “what 
are you teaching the world?”. This sentence contains two types of figures of 
speech which overlap. The first type is personification because it can be clearly 
seen that the speaker personifies the earth or the world as if it is able to be taught. 
However, if the world means the whole part of the earth including living and non 
living things on the earth, this sentence can be considered as synecdoche. It is 
because in this sentence, „the world‟ refers to human beings or people on the 
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earth. Therefore, the speaker applies synecdoche by mentioning the whole part of 
the world to point humans who are only the part of the world.  
In the speech entitled A Pep Talk from Kid President to You, synecdoche is 
also applied in a similar way that is by mentioning the whole part of the world to 
point humans who are the part of the world. In this speech, the speaker motivates 
the viewers or listeners to start making the world better. Therefore, this figurative 
phrase is applied to catch the listeners‟ attention as this sentence contains an 
important idea. In datum S1/ 00.14/ 6/ c/ I-II, for example, the speaker says “the 
world needs you to stop being boring”. This sentence can also be considered as 
personification because “the world” can mean the earth or the globe. However, it 
also can be classified into synecdoche because “the world” can also mean the 
earth and the whole things on it.  
In Kid President-Diabetes vs Diabeetus and Kid President’s 5 Things that 
Make Summer Awesome, the speaker applies synecdoche in a slightly different 
way. As can be seen in datum S6/ 00.51/ 6/ c/ III-IV, the speaker employs his type 
of figures of speech by saying “it‟s time our country agrees on something”. In 
that sentence, the speaker applies synecdoche by mentioning his country to point 
people from any other country in general. In other words, synecdoche is applied 
by mentioning the part that refers to the whole part.  
Meanwhile, in datum S8/ 02.03/ 6/ c-d/ III-IV, synecdoche is applied by 
mentioning the whole part of America to point the part of America that is 
American poor children. The sentence of this datum is “every time when someone 
watches, likes, or shares this video, they‟ll donate money to feeding America, so 
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somebody gets a free meal.” America is a continent or a country. Therefore, the 
speaker does not literally mean to say that the listeners can feed America.  
All in all, there are some sentences in the ten selected speeches which 
contain synecdoche. However, most of those sentences apply synecdoche in a 
similar form that is by mentioning the whole part of the world to point humans 
which is only a part of the world. There are only two sentences which apply 
synecdoche in a different way.  
e. Hyperbole 
This type of figures of speech is applied to exaggerate the meaning. 
However, not all of the exaggerating expression can be considered as hyperbole. It 
is because the indicator of a hyperbole is its impossibility. Therefore, as soon as 
an expression that exaggerates its meaning seems possible or can be accepted by 
humans‟ logic, it cannot be classified as the application of hyperbole.  
One of the speeches that contain hyperbole is the first speech. In A Pep 
Talk from Kid President to You, hyperbole is applied by exaggerating the benefit 
of sharing his video. The sentence is “pass this pep talk along and let‟s get the 
whole world to dance” (datum S1/ 02.56/ 3/ a-c/ III-IV). It is impossible to make 
the whole world happy only by passing his video. Therefore, that sentence is 
considered as hyperbole.  
In the third speech entitled An Open Letter to Moms from Kid President, 
hyperbole is applied to exaggerate the important role of a mother. The first 
example is shown in datum S3/ 02.04/ 11/ c/ III-IV when the speaker says “the 
secret of changing the world: MOMS”. This is considered as hyperbole because 
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a better world is defined by many factors; it is not only the role of a mother that 
can change this wide world better. The exaggeration of a mother is also shown 
through datum S3/ 02.15/ 11/ c/ III-IV. The sentence is “if every Mom in the 
world knew how awesome they were, every problem in the world would be 
fixed.” In this world, there are many problems such as political, economic, and 
social problems. Some of those problems cannot simply be solved only by 
building the mothers‟ awareness about how great they are. Some very complex 
problems in this world are not related with the awesomeness of a mother so that it 
cannot solve those problems. Therefore, since that sentence is considered as an 
impossible expression, it can be classified as the application of hyperbole.  
One more example of hyperbole can be found in the last speech entitled 
Kid President Changes the Future. Through this speech, the speaker delivers his 
argument about some ways to make the world better. In datum S10/ 01.59/ 11/ a-
c/ III-IV, the speaker says “the whole world is countin‟ on you!”. The speaker 
utters that sentence to convince the listeners if they have a big role to make the 
world better. Therefore, hyperbole is applied to exaggerate the big number of 
people who need the listeners by using the word “the whole world”.  
From the discussion of some examples above, it can be concluded that 
hyperbole is used by the speaker in some of the top ten sentences. The application 
of hyperbole is to exaggerate a certain part of the message. Most of the object 
being exaggerated depends on the main idea of the speech. For example, in a 
speech which mainly tells about the merit of a mother, the objects which are 
hyperbolized are related with the role of a mother.  
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f. Simile 
Simile is classified into one of the types of figures of speech by 
comparison. What makes this type different from the other types is the presence of 
the conjunction that obviously shows if the figurative language is applied by 
comparing two different things. Those conjunctions are „like‟, „resemble‟, „as‟, 
etc.   
In the top ten speeches of Kid President, the application of simile is not as 
significant as the other types mentioned above. There are only five sentences of 
the ten speeches which apply this type of figures of speech. Those sentences can 
be found in the speeches entitled A Pep Talk from Kid President to You, Kid 
President’s Letter to a Person on Their First Day Here, Kid President – Guide to 
Being a Party, Kid President Explains It All, and Kid President Changes the 
Future. 
 In the first speech, simile is applied by the speaker in a sentence that is 
uttered in the closing part of the speech. The sentence is “she is fighting a cancer 
like a boss!” (datum S1/ 03.03/ 1/ a-c/ III-IV). The word “she” in this sentence 
refers to a girl whom the speaker dedicates this speech for. This sentence is 
delivered by the speaker to show his pride to his friend because she fights her 
illness strongly. In that datum, the speaker presents the word “a boss” as the 
analogy of someone who is firm and determined. The connection between the girl 
and a boss is clearly shown through the word “like”. In other words, in this 
sentence, simile is applied by using the word “like” to compare the girl with a 
boss. 
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In the speech entitled Kid President – Guide to Being a Party, simile is 
also applied by using the word “like” to directly compare two different things. In 
datum S7/ 01.36/ 1/ a/ I-II, the speaker says “you can be a grown up and act like a 
baby”. This sentence is uttered by the speaker to express his dissatisfaction of 
adults‟ action. In this part of the speech, the speaker shows that growing up is not 
only about being older but also being more mature. In delivering this idea, he 
applies simile by using the word “like” and “a baby” as the analogy of adults who 
are immature.  
Meanwhile, the application of simile in a similar form is found in the fifth 
and tenth speech entitled Kid President’s Letter to a Person on Their First Day 
Here and Kid President Changes the Future. The sentence containing simile in 
the fifth speech is “just treat everybody like it‟s their birthday even if they don‟t 
deserve it” (datum S5/ 01.26/ 1/ a/ III-IV). In the tenth speech, simile is applied in 
the sentence “it‟s like I always say, treat everybody like it‟s their birthday” 
(datum S10/ 03.04/ 1/ a/ III-IV). In both of those data, simile is applied by 
comparing the way the listeners treat somebody else in a good manner with the 
way people commonly treat them when it is their birthday. In other words, those 
two sentences have the same form of simile although they occur in different 
speeches. It is because in the datum S10/ 03.04/ 1/ a/ III-IV, the speaker actually 
only quotes what he has said in his previous speech, that is the fifth speech.  
In conclusion, although the frequency of simile is not so significant, this 
type is applied in some of the speeches. The speaker applies simile by directly 
comparing two different things. This type of figures of speech is applied to help 
68 
 
the listeners relate the objects being compared because it presents the conjunction 
which marks the comparison.  
g. Apostrophe 
Similar with metaphor, simile, and personification, apostrophe is also 
considered as one of the type of figures of speech by comparison. The comparison 
in this type is applied indirectly by addressing a non-living thing as if it is alive. 
Therefore, this type is almost similar to personification which is also applied by 
giving attribute of human beings to a non-living thing. However, apostrophe is 
applied by calling or addressing the non-living thing as if it is present and alive 
(Perrine 1969: 67) 
From the ten selected speeches, apostrophe can only be found in the ninth 
speech entitled Kid President Explains It All. In this speech, the speaker answers 
some questions from some mails. Before he creates this video, he makes a video 
in which he has an interview with a very famous singer, Beyonce. In that 
interview, the speaker has a chance to kiss her cheek. As he feels a great 
happiness after kissing Beyonce, he discusses it really often when he answers 
some mailed questions in the next video entitled Kid President Explains It All.  
Some of the sentences expressing his feeling contain apostrophe. One of 
them is the following sentence.  
“Hey park, I kissed Beyonce!”  
(Datum S9/ 01.08/ 4/ a-c/ IV) 
Park is a non-living thing which cannot hear the speaker‟s voice but he 
calls and shares his happiness with the park. Therefore, this sentence contain 
apostrophe.  
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Not only a park, some other non-living things are also addressed when the 
speaker express his happiness as if those things are human beings. In datum S9/ 
01.12/ 4/ a-c/ IV, the speaker calls an alligator. The sentence is “hey alligator, 
hey random dude, I kissed Beyonce!”. Although alligator is a living thing, it 
cannot listen and understand what the speaker says. Therefore, it is considered as 
apostrophe. 
Moreover, in datum S9/ 04.21/ 4/ a-c/ IV, the speaker addresses a track 
and, again, he expresses his feeling after kissing Beyonce. The sentence is “hey 
track, I kissed Beyonce!”. In another part of the speech, he also addresses 
motorcycles as can be seen in the sentence “hey motorcycles, I kissed Beyonce!” 
(datum S9/ 04.23/ 4/ a-c/ IV). Both of track and motorcycles are not living things 
which can listen to and understand the speaker‟s expression of happiness. 
Therefore, those sentences are also included as the apostrophe. They are applied 
by the speaker to exaggerate his feeling of happiness.  
All in all, from the ten speeches, apostrophe is only applied in one speech 
that is the ninth speech. In the sentences containing apostrophe, the speaker treats 
some objects as if they were human beings by addressing them. This type of 
figures of speech is applied to exaggerate the speaker‟s joy.  
h. Paradox 
According to Perrine (1969: 109) paradox is considered as a type of 
figures of speech by contradiction. This type is applied by presenting a statement 
that seems contradicted the fact yet true. This type brings an effect that surprises 
the listeners. 
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In the top ten speeches of Kid President, the speaker applies paradox only 
in three sentences. One of the sentences can be found in the second speech entitled 
Kid President’s 20 Things We Should Say More Often. In this speech, the speaker 
says “nothing, sometimes that‟s the best thing we could say” (datum S2/ 01.44/ 
9/ c/ III-IV). This speech mainly discusses 20 things that the listeners should say 
more often. However, in the sixth point, he says that saying nothing sometimes is 
the best thing people could say. That sentence seems contradict the topic of this 
speech because it means that the best thing people could say is saying nothing or 
being silent. However, after taking a closer look at the context, the listeners can 
see that the speaker shares his idea not only about the things we should say more 
often, but also the good action or attitude that they should do in their daily life. 
Therefore, the sentence above can be accepted as a true statement.  
Another example of paradox can be seen in the speech entitled An Open 
Letter to Moms from Kid President. In that speech, paradox is applied by 
mentioning an idea which contradicts the fact of what is done by the speaker. The 
sentence is “we love you but sometimes we don‟t know how to say it” (datum 
S3/ 00.21/ 9/ c/ I-II). Through that sentence, the speaker clearly says that he loves 
his mother. However, he also says that he cannot say that feeling. Therefore, this 
sentence seems contradict the fact. Nevertheless, after taking a closer look at the 
context, the listeners will understand that what is said by the speaker is true. It is 
because in real life, people sometimes feel difficult to express their love such as 
their love to their mother.  
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The last example of paradox can be found in the last speech entitled Kid 
President Changes the Future. In that speech, the speaker says, 
 “That sounds like a scary world to me, but a fun one „cause 
everybody would be like me!” 
(Datum S10/ 03.17/ 9/ a-c/ III-IV) 
It seems strange that the speaker faces a scary thing but he also feels that it 
is fun. However, again, if the listeners take a look at the context, they will accept 
this sentence as a truth. The speaker says that it is a scary world because literally 
there will be many people who physically and psychologically are like Kid 
President. However, he thinks that it will be good because many people will have 
the same courage, spirit, and confidence like him.  
In conclusion, paradox is applied only in three speeches. Each of those 
speeches contains only one paradox. The application of paradox is not so frequent 
because it is considered as a type of figures of speech which is complex because it 
needs an advanced creativity and comprehension to present something true but 
seems contradict the fact. This type of figures of speech is applied by the speaker 
to catch more attention from the listeners by presenting a surprising effect.  
i. Symbol 
Symbol is a type which belongs to figures of speech by association. This 
type of figures of speech is applied by presenting an object which means more 
than what it is (Perrine, 1969: 83).  
In the top ten speeches of Kid President, this type can be found only in the 
first speech entitled A Pep Talk from Kid President to You. In this speech there are 
only two sentences employing symbol. Even, the symbols which are presented in 
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those sentences are not originally created by the speaker; those symbols are 
quoted by the speaker from a well known figure, Robert Frost. Below is the 
sentence containing symbols.  
 “Two roads diverged in the woods and I took the road less 
traveled and it hurt, man!” 
(Datum S1/ 00.45/ 8/ a-b/ I-II) 
Before uttering that sentence, the speaker explicitly says that he quotes 
Robert Frost‟s poem. Since it is taken from a poem and the purpose of this first 
speech is to encourage the listeners, the objects mentioned in the above sentence 
do not mean like what they are. In other words, the words “roads”, “woods”, and 
“the road less traveled” mean more than their literal meaning. Moreover, in the 
next sentence, the speaker says that if there are two paths, he will choose the one 
that leads to awesome. Therefore, seeing the context of that sentence, the listeners 
can grasp that the word “road” in that sentence means some choices. Meanwhile, 
the word “woods” means life. Then, the phrase “the road less traveled” means a 
choice which is rarely chosen by other people.  
In the same speech, the speaker presents an example of symbol by, again, 
quoting Frost‟s poem. The sentence is presented in the following datum.  
 “Rocks, thorns, and glass.” 
(Datum S1/ 00.53/ 8/ a-b-d/ I-II) 
That sentence is uttered after the speaker says that the road less traveled 
may hurt him. Again, the context (the purpose of the speech and surrounding 
sentences) indicates that the objects mentioned in that sentence mean more than 
what they are. Those objects refer to challenges or consequences of what someone 
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chooses. Rocks may symbolizes hard works that should be done by the speaker, 
thorns symbolize some things that hurt and harm him physically and mentally, 
while glass symbolizes some fragile things in life such as the speaker‟s feeling. 
Therefore, symbol is not applied frequently by the speaker because it can 
be found only in one speech. Even, in that speech, symbols are applied by quoting 
a poem. It indicates that the speaker has been able to comprehend a sentence 
containing symbols. However, it is still difficult for him to use symbol in his 
speech since to apply symbol, the speaker should have a deep understanding about 
the literal meaning and create another meaning behind it which is associated.  
j. Litotes 
Litotes is considered as a figure of speech by contrast. It is because litotes 
is used by saying less than what it is meant so that it seems contrast with the fact.  
Like symbol, litotes is also found only in two sentences of the top ten 
speeches. Nevertheless, those sentences are in different speeches. The first 
sentence is found in the third speech entitled An Open Letter to Mom from Kid 
President while the second sentence is in the eighth speech Kid President’s 5 
Things that Make Summer Awesome.  
In An Open Letter to Mom from Kid President, litotes is applied by 
understating the frequency of the mother‟s need to have fun. In this speech, the 
speaker says “Have fun for once!” (datum S3/ 01.17/ 12/ c/ III-IV). However, in 
the other sentences, the speaker presents a fact that the children like to see their 
mother having fun. In addition, he also mentions some examples of having fun 
such as singing in the middle of the driveway and dancing in the grocery. Those 
74 
 
examples are considered as some activities of having fun which are often done by 
a mother. Moreover, every human needs happiness and express it. Therefore, no 
one can have fun just for once. In other words, the sentence above applies litotes 
since it does not literally mean that the speaker asks his mother to have fun for 
once. Yet, by applying that litotes, the speaker means to reflect that his mother 
really needs to take a time to enjoy her life and express her happiness.  
Meanwhile, in the next speech, litotes is applied by understating the value 
of a plan. Below is the sentence.  
They got a pretty cool plan. 
(Datum S8/ 02.01/ 12/ c/ III-IV) 
After uttering that sentence, the speaker explains what the plan it is. It is to 
solve the problem of American poor children which is done by watching his 
video. He says that only by watching it, some money will be donated for the poor 
children. Then, the speaker repeats how easy is the way to help the poor children 
by executing that plan. Therefore, the sentence in the above datum seems 
contradict with the fact which is revealed in the next sentences because the plan is 
not only a pretty cool plan; it is a smart plan. It is because the plan can solve a big 
problem by doing a little and easy thing.  
In conclusion, the frequency of litotes in the top ten speeches of Kid 
President is not so significant because it can be found only in two sentences. 
However, in the eighth speech, the application of litotes helps the speaker to 
achieve the purpose of the speech. The main purpose of that speech is to persuade 
the listeners or viewers to help the poor children in America only by watching his 
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video. By applying litotes in expressing this main purpose, the speaker 
exaggerates and stresses the meaning or the message.  
k. Irony 
Similar with litotes, this type is considered as figures of speech by 
contrast. The contrast is presented by bring a statement which is contradict with 
the actual meaning, the actual condition, or the speaker‟s hope.  
In the top ten speeches, this type is the less frequent type of the eleven 
types existing. This type is applied only once in the seventh speech entitled Kid 
President – Guide to Being a Party. The sentence containing irony can be seen in 
the following datum. 
“You can be a grown-up and act like a baby.” 
(Datum S7/ 01.36/ 10/ c/ I-II) 
In that sentence, the speaker applies irony by presenting a contradiction 
between the situation and what seems appropriate. In other words, the kind of 
irony which is applied by the speaker is irony of situation. It is because a grown-
up or adult, normally or appropriately, behaves maturely. However, in that speech, 
the speaker reveals a fact which is contradict with most of the people‟s hope 
because there are many adults who act childishly. By applying irony in this 
sentence, the speaker teases the listeners who are mostly adults.  
In conclusion, irony in the top ten speeches of Kid President is applied 
only once. The kind of that irony is irony of situation. This irony is applied to 
express the speaker‟s idea or argument in an insulting or teasing way. Indeed, 
irony is mostly applied to insult the readers‟ or the listeners‟ feeling. However, in 
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the top ten speeches of Kid President, it seems that the speaker tends to express 
his critiques directly or through metaphor, metonymy and synecdoche as can be 
seen in data S1/ 00.14/ 6/ c/ I-II, S1/ 00.21/ 2/ a-d/ I-II, and S1/ 01.35/ 5/ a-c/ III-
IV.  
 
2. The Functions of Figures of Speech in Kid President‟s Speeches 
All of the functions of figures of speech proposed by Perrine (1969: 71-72) 
are found in the 70 sentences containing figures of speech. Those functions are: 1) 
to give imaginative pleasure, 2) to bring additional imagery, 3) to increase the 
listeners‟ emotional intensity, and 4) to say much in a brief compass. Based on the 
findings above, it can be seen that one sentence or one type may have more than 
one function. Conversely, the same sentence which contains overlapped types 
may have different functions depending on the type. To discuss this further, the 
researcher provides the discussion in some points which are ordered based on its 
rank (start from the most to the less frequent function).  
a. Giving Imaginative Pleasure 
By applying figures of speech, the speaker or writer sometimes gives the 
listeners or readers a pleasure. It is because to grasp the meaning of the figurative 
language the listeners or readers should imagine the message which is delivered 
figuratively. Then, that imagination gives a pleasure for the listeners or readers.  
In the top ten speeches of Kid President, this function occurs most 
frequently. It reaches the first rank with its total occurrence 52 or 45.22%. 
Although this function ranks the first, it cannot be found in some of the types of 
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figures of speech. Those types are synecdoche, irony, and litotes. Conversely, this 
function is mostly reflected through the application of metaphor and metonymy.  
The example of this function can be seen in a sentence containing 
metaphor which is taken from the fifth speech entitled Kid President’s Letter to a 
Person on Their First Day Here. Below is the datum.  
Love is always louder. 
(Datum S5/ 02.20/ 2/ a-b/ III-IV) 
Love is an abstract thing which cannot produce any voice. Therefore, the 
sentence above cannot be understood literally. In that sentence, the character of a 
love which is powerful or strong is compared with another adjective that is „loud‟. 
By substituting that adjective, the speaker gives the listeners an imagination of 
how if love can produce a loud voice. That imagination, then, gives the listeners a 
pleasure because the way the speaker compares love with something which is able 
to produce a loud voice is unique and creative.  
In the other speech entitled A Pep Talk from Kid President to You, this 
function is mostly reflected through the application of metonymy. It is because 
metonymy is the most dominant type in this first speech. One of the examples of 
metonymy that works to give the listeners an imaginative pleasure can be seen in 
the following datum.  
“And if life is a game, are we on the same team?” 
(Datum S1/ 00.27/ 5/a- d/ I-II) 
The sentence above is considered as metonymy because the speaker uses 
the concept of a game in which there are two or more teams that competes one 
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another. Through that sentence, the speaker persuades the listeners to introspect 
themselves whether they are cooperating and have the same mission to make the 
world better. In that sentence, metonymy plays a role to create a pleasing 
imagination. It is because the concept of a team which is adopted as the analogy 
of people‟s relation attracts the listeners to imagine how if life is a game. Not only 
giving imaginative pleasure, this metonymy also has another function that is 
bringing additional imagery. The further explanation about this function can be 
seen in the next point.  
Besides metaphor and metonymy, this function is also reflected through 
the application of personification. Indeed, the nature of personification affects the 
listeners‟ or readers‟ creativity or imagination since this type of figures of speech 
is applied by giving human‟s attribute to a non-living thing. The example of 
personification that gives the listeners‟ an imaginative pleasure can be seen in the 
following datum.  
It‟s everybody‟s duty to give the world a reason to dance so get to 
it. 
(Datum S1/ 02.07/ 3/ a/ III-IV) 
In the sentence above, personification is applied by giving human‟s 
attribute that is the ability to dance to the world or the earth. However, this 
sentence can also be classified as synecdoche because the word „world‟ can be 
meant as the earth and everything on it (living and non-living things). As 
personification, this sentence provides a pleasure to the listeners by persuading an 
imaginative analogy for them. Through that personification, the listeners can 
imagine how if the earth is able to dance. Meanwhile, as synecdoche, this 
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sentence has another function because a different type has a different effect and 
directs the listeners to a different focus. That function is increasing the listeners‟ 
emotional intensity. The detail discussion about this function can be seen in the 
next point which discusses the other types having the similar functions.   
All in all, it can be concluded that the most frequent function of figures of 
speech in the top ten speeches of Kid President is to give the listeners an 
imaginative pleasure. Due to its high frequency, this function does not exist in 
some types. Moreover, in some sentences, this function is not only the only 
function because they have more than one function. In the other sentences which 
have some overlapped types, this function can change depending on the type.  
b. Increasing the Emotional Intensity  
This function ranks the second most frequent function which reaches 
30.77% with a total 36 data. This function does not work only in the application 
of symbol. Meanwhile, in the application of metonymy, synecdoche, and 
hyperbole, this function works significantly.  
As mentioned in the discussion of the first function, there are some 
sentences containing some overlapped types of figures of speech and have 
different function depending on the type. One of the examples is the sentence in 
datum S1/ 02.07/ 3/ a/ III-IV. As written in the above discussion, the sentence in 
this datum has some overlapped types; they are personification and synecdoche. If 
the word “world” means the earth and everything on it whether it is a non-living 
or living thing, this sentence is considered as synecdoche. It is because the figure 
of speech in this sentence is applied by mentioning the whole for the part of the 
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world. When the listeners view that sentence as personification, their thought will 
be directed to the imaginative pleasure because they will focus on the ability of 
the world to dance. However, if the listeners view this sentence as synecdoche, 
their focus will be on the meant object which is human as the part of the world. 
Therefore, the figure of speech applied in this sentence will have a different effect.  
As synecdoche, the sentence “It‟s everybody‟s duty to give the world a 
reason to dance so get to it” (datum S1/ 02.07/ 3/ a/ III-IV) has a function to 
increase the listeners‟ emotional intensity. Through that sentence, the speaker 
shares his idea that everybody is obliged to make the world better. Therefore, by 
mentioning the whole part of the world, the sentence seems exaggerating the duty. 
In other words, the application of synecdoche in that sentence stresses the idea 
that the duty is not a little and easy task. It is a big task because it brings a positive 
influence for many people.  
Another example of the figures of speech which has a function to increase 
emotional intensity can be seen in a sentence containing metonymy. Below is the 
sentence. 
My sports team is not always the best sports team. 
(Datum S2/ 01.37/ 5/ a-c/ III-IV) 
In that sentence, the speaker applies metonymy by mentioning his sports 
team which actually represents his capability in general. By mentioning the 
specific example of his capability, the speaker gives a concrete example of his 
capability so that the listeners can grasp the intended message easily. Then, the 
clear understanding about the message increases the listeners‟ emotional intensity. 
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As mentioned above, besides metonymy and synecdoche, this function 
also works in the application of hyperbole. Indeed, the nature of hyperbole affects 
the listeners‟ emotional intensity because it is applied by exaggerating or 
overstating the message. The example of hyperbole which has this function can be 
seen in the datum below.  
“If every Mom in the world knew how awesome they were, 
every problem in the world would be fixed.” 
(Datum S3/ 02.15/ 11/ c/ III-IV) 
It can be seen that in the sentence above, the speaker exaggerates the role 
of a mother. Through that exaggeration, the speaker affects the listeners feeling of 
being proud of their mother. In other words, it increases the listeners‟ emotional 
intensity.  
In conclusion, this function works in almost all types of figures of speech 
except symbol. Meanwhile, synecdoche and hyperbole place this function as the 
most frequent function. Similar with the first function, this function, in some data, 
also does not exist as the only function; the figures of speech in those data have 
more than one function.   
c. Saying Much in a Brief Compass 
Some of figures of speech found in the top ten speeches of Kid President 
have a function to help the speaker delivering a longer message in a shorter way. 
In contrast to the other functions, this function never appears as the only function 
in any sentences containing figures of speech. In other words, all of the figurative 
expressions containing this function have more than one function. Yet, this 
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function ranks the third most frequent function with its total frequency 13.68% or 
16 data.  
This function mostly works in the sentence containing metaphor. The 
example of a metaphorical expression which reflects this function can be seen in 
the following datum.  
“You were made from love, to be love, to spread love.” 
(Datum S5/ 02.15/ 2/ a-d/ III-IV) 
The sentence above applies metaphor by comparing love which is an 
abstract noun with something humans are made from, a quality of a person, and an 
expression of loving somebody. Through that metaphor, the speaker actually 
means to say that all humans are made because of the love of their parents and 
God who has created them. Humans are also created to be lovable creatures. The 
last but not the least, they are created to love each other and live their life in 
peace. Since those phrases have a longer meaning, therefore, it can be concluded 
that the speaker applies metaphor to say much in a brief compass besides to give 
an imaginative pleasure.  
Not only metaphor, some other types such as simile and personification 
also have this function. The example of a sentence in which the speaker applies 
simile to say much briefly is shown in the datum below.  
“It means this: treat everybody like it's their birthday.” 
(Datum S9/ 02.05/ 1/ a-d/ III-IV) 
In the sentence above, simile is applied by directly using the connecting 
word “like” to compare the way people should treat somebody else with the way 
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they usually treat them when it is their birthday. The speaker uses an analogy of 
somebody‟s birthday to say that the listeners are supposed to treat the other people 
well and try to bring happiness for them every day. Therefore, it can be seen that 
simile contains a longer meaning besides the imaginative comparison. Meanwhile, 
the example of personification which has this function can be seen in the 
following datum.  
“But as history does repeat itself, I‟m not going to name my pet 
dinosaur Reginald.” 
(Datum S4/ 00.51/ 3/ a-d/ III-IV) 
The speaker in the datum above personifies history which is a non-living 
thing by saying that it can repeat itself. Through that sentence, the speaker 
actually means to say that some important events in the past may happen again in 
the future. It can be seen that the actual meaning is longer than the sentence. 
Therefore, besides to give an imaginative pleasure, this personification also works 
to say much in a brief compass.  
In short, this function is reflected in some of the sentences containing 
figures of speech. However, this function is not considered as a significant 
function because many of the types such as apostrophe, paradox, irony, hyperbole, 
and litotes do not have this function. Even, all data reflecting this function do not 
employ it as the only function. In other words, this function always appears with 
the other functions.  
d. Bringing Additional Imagery  
From the findings and discussion of the first function, it can be clearly 
seen that giving imaginative pleasure is the most frequent function. Nevertheless, 
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bringing additional imagery ranks the last frequent function of applying figures of 
speech. It shows that in the top ten speeches, some of the sentences providing an 
imaginative pleasure are uttered by the speaker without presenting some 
additional imagery.  
Almost all of the occurrences of this function are in the sentences 
containing figures of speech which also have a function to give an imaginative 
pleasure. Still, there is one datum which reflects that the sentence applies certain 
type of figures of speech only to bring an additional imagery. That sentence can 
be seen in the following datum.  
“It takes a big man to say that.” 
(Datum S2/ 01.40/ 2/ b/ III-IV) 
In that sentence, the speaker employs metaphor by comparing an adjective 
“brave” or “strong” with another adjective related with size that is “big”. Because 
the speaker substitutes the quality or a person which is brave or strong with an 
adjective which can be decided by looking the physical appearance, therefore, that 
sentence affects the listeners‟ visual sense. In other words, metaphor is applied in 
the sentence above to bring additional imagery that is visual imagery. 
Meanwhile, in other sentences, this function appears with the first function 
that is giving an imaginative pleasure. One of the sentences can be seen in the 
following example.  
“Some days your kite will fly high.” 
(Datum S5/ 00.48/ 2/ a-b/ III-IV) 
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The sentence above is also considered as metaphor because the speaker 
indirectly compares a kite which is flying high with a high dream which is 
achieved. Besides providing an imaginative pleasure, through that metaphorical 
sentence, the speaker also presents an additional imagery. It is because the 
abstract thing that is actually meant by the speaker is compared with a concrete 
thing that can be reached through humans‟ visual sense. Therefore, that metaphor 
brings visual imagery in the sentence.  
Not only metaphor, this function also works in the other two types namely 
metonymy and symbol. In a sentence containing symbol, for example, this 
function is reflected because the speaker uses some concrete and visible things to 
symbolize the intended objects. The sentence is in the following example.  
“Two roads diverged in the woods and I took the road less 
traveled and it hurt, man!” 
(Datum S1/ 00.45/ 8/ a-b/ I-II) 
In that sentence, the words “roads” and “woods” mean more than their 
literal meaning. Roads, in that sentence, symbolizes some choices which should 
be chosen or decide by people. Meanwhile, woods in that sentence means 
humans‟ life. Both of the two symbols above make the abstract objects visible. 
Therefore, they play a role to bring a visual imagery in that sentence.  
All in all, the four functions are reflected in the figures of speech applied 
by the speaker of the selected speeches. The less frequent function is to bring 
additional imagery. It means that the speaker, in those speeches, prefers to apply 
the figures of speech to please the listeners through the imagination and to shorten 
the sentences rather than to add the imagery.  
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3. The Steps of Empowerment Reflected through the Figurative Language  
Lord and Hutchison (1993: 11-12) propose four steps of empowerment 
which are being involved in a crisis or life transition, acting on anger or 
frustration, responding to new information, and building on inherent strength and 
capabilities. The findings presented in the first subchapter above shows that the 
sentences containing figures of speech reflect the four steps of empowerment 
experienced by the speaker. Even, most of the data show that one sentence reflects 
more than one steps.  
Each of these four steps is mostly reflected through the most frequent 
types and functions. The first and the second step, for example, are reflected less 
frequently than the other types. However, these two steps are mostly reflected 
through the metaphorical sentences and the figures of speech which have a 
function to give imaginative pleasure. Similarly, the other two steps which occur 
more frequently are also reflected through metaphor and data with the most 
frequent function. This finding indicates that there is no type and function which 
are identical with certain type. In other words, although sentences containing 
figures of speech with certain function can reflect the step of empowerment 
experienced by the speaker, the listeners or researcher should take a look further 
at the context of the sentences to know exactly what step it is. 
To discuss each of the four steps of empowerment which are reflected 
through the figurative language in the top ten speeches of Kid President further, 
the researcher provides the discussion in some following points.  
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a. Being Involved in a Crisis or Life Transition and Acting on Anger or 
Frustration  
A process of empowerment is begun by being involved in a life crisis. This 
crisis builds an awareness of the need to change or to be empowered. In the ten 
selected speeches, this first step is always reflected with the reflection of the 
second step. It is because when analyzing the data, it is difficult to separate these 
two steps; by uttering the sentences which reflect that the speaker is involved in a 
crisis, the speaker also shows that his is in anger or frustration.  
The example of the data which contain these two steps can be seen in the 
following sentence which is taken from the first speech entitled A Pep Talk from 
Kid President to You.  
“Life is not game, people.” 
(Datum S1/ 00.21/ 2/ a-d/ I-II) 
The sentence above is considered as metaphor because the speaker 
indirectly compares life with a game. That sentence is uttered after the speaker 
says that the listeners should change their annoying and behavior. Then, after 
uttering this sentence, the speaker invites the listeners to introspect them self by 
saying “even if life is a game, are they on the same team?”. Therefore, based on 
the context of the datum above, it can be concluded that the datum above reflects 
the first step of empowerment which is being involved in a crisis. It is because 
that sentence shows that the speaker feels annoyed and concerned with the 
condition in which the people surrounding him are not aware that they have a big 
duty or responsibility to make the world better. In addition, this datum also 
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reflects the speaker‟s action on his frustration. It is because this sentence is 
considered as the speaker‟s expression that shows if he is frustrated with the 
situation.  
Although these first and second steps of empowerment are mostly found in 
the sentences applying metaphor, these steps can also be found in other types. The 
example can be seen in the datum below.  
“And if life is a game, are we on the same team?” 
(Datum S1/ 00.27/ 5/a- d/ I-II) 
The sentence in the datum above employs metonymy because the speaker 
in that sentence uses the concept of a game in which there are two or more teams 
that compete one another. That sentence is uttered in the same context with the 
above datum. Therefore, the datum above also reflects that the speaker is involved 
in a crisis. Not only does the speaker view that people surrounding him are not 
aware of their responsibility, he also feels concerned with those who do not live 
their life in peace, help each other, and cooperate to make the world better. 
Moreover, this sentence is also considered as the reflection of the speaker‟s 
frustration. By uttering this sentence, the speaker means to show that he is 
frustrated with that critical condition. Therefore, this datum also reflects the first 
and second step of empowerment.  
Although these first and second steps of empowerment are mostly found in 
the first speech, they can also be found in some other speeches. One of the 
speeches is the third speech entitled An Open Letter to Moms from Kid President. 
Below is the datum.  
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“Number 3, we love you but sometimes we don‟t know how to 
say it.” 
(Datum S3/ 00.21/ 9/ c/ I-II) 
In that datum, the speaker applies paradox by presenting a contradicted yet 
true sentence. The speaker says the he cannot say that he loves his mother but in 
the same sentence he also says that he loves his mother. Therefore, this sentences 
seems contradict at first. However, the speaker in the next sentences explains that 
he cannot express his love because most of the words that are uttered by him are 
crying and screaming. Therefore, if the listeners see the context further, they will 
accept the sentence above as a truth because in fact, children rarely express their 
love but they cry and scream much. In that sentence, the first and second steps of 
empowerment are also clearly reflected. That sentence reflects the speaker‟s 
frustration on his crisis which is his disability to express his love.  
In short, the first and second steps of empowerment are reflected in the 
same sentences. Both of them cannot be separated since the listeners can see that 
the speaker experienced the first step of empowerment because he uttered the 
sentences that reflect his anger or frustration. The frequency of these two steps is 
not as significant as the other types. It indicates that in his speeches, the speaker 
does not consider his first and second steps of empowerment as the most 
important thing to be shared. In other words, in the selected speeches, he does not 
give priority to these steps.  
b. Responding to New Information 
After being involved in a crisis and acting on anger or frustration, someone 
who is empowered will be enriched with some important and significant 
90 
 
information. In the top ten speeches of Kid President, this step is reflected more 
frequently than the first and second step. In addition, this third step almost cannot 
be separated from the fourth step because when the speaker responds to new 
information, he also shows that he is building his personal strength and 
capabilities. It is because having and sharing new information are also considered 
as the indication that the speaker builds his quality which is resourceful, 
confident, and sophisticated. Still, there are some data which reflect only the 
fourth step of empowerment. Therefore, the fourth step has the more frequent 
occurrence than the third step.  
One of the examples of the sentences which reflect this step is in the 
following datum.  
“The whole world is countin' on you!” 
(Datum S10/ 01.59/ 11/ a-c/ III-IV) 
The sentence above is considered as hyperbole because the speaker 
exaggerates the number of the people who need the help of the listeners. It reflects 
that the speaker gets new information and gives response to it. The new 
information is that to make this world better, everyone is needed to participate. As 
the response, the speaker shares that new information to the listeners. Therefore, 
this sentence reflects the third step of empowerment.   
In another sentence, the third step is reflected through the sentence which 
applies synecdoche. That sentence can be seen in the following datum. 
“Every time when someone watches, likes, or shares this video, 
they'll donate money to feeding America, so somebody gets a free 
meal.” 
(Datum S8/ 02.03/ 6/ c-d/ III-IV) 
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In the datum above, the speaker applies synecdoche by mentioning the 
whole part of America to name the American poor children. That sentence is 
uttered by the speaker after he knows a fact that in America, there are a lot of 
children who cannot enjoy their summer because of their hard life. Fortunately, 
there is an easy way to help them that is by watching, sharing, or liking his video. 
Then, the speaker shares the information to the listeners so that they can 
participate in helping the poor children. Therefore, this sentence reflects the third 
step of empowerment because it shows the speaker‟s response to the information 
related with the poor children and the way to help them.  
Moreover, in another example, this third step is reflected in the sentence 
applying metonymy. The datum is as follows.  
“I forgive you so give somebody a reason to dance!” 
(Datum S7/ 02.31/ 5/ a-d/ III-IV) 
The speaker in the above datum applies metonymy by mentioning the verb 
“dance” to refer to the larger related concept which is “being happy”. In that 
sentence, it is reflected that the speaker is enriched with new information related 
with the need to forgive other people. He also knows that all humans around the 
world should help each other so that on this earth, there will be a beautiful and 
peaceful life. Then, in the sentence above, he gives a response to the new 
information by saying that he forgives the people surrounding him and persuading 
them to help and amuse other people.  
All in all, this third step of empowerment is also reflected in the sentences 
containing figures of speech. This step almost cannot be separated from the fourth 
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step. However, some of the data contains the fourth step without the reflection of 
the third step so that this step has less frequent number.  
c. Building Inherent Strength and Capabilities  
After someone is enriched with sufficient information, the next step of 
empowerment is building inherent strength and capabilities. As mentioned in the 
previous discussion, most of the fourth step is reflected with the reflection of the 
third step. However, some of the data showing this step do not reflect the third 
step. As a consequence, the number of the frequency of the third step is different 
from the fourth step. In other words, the fourth step reaches the first rank as the 
most frequent type which is reflected through the figurative language in the top 
ten speeches.  
The finding above reflects that the speaker in the selected speeches tends 
to stress the last step. Those speeches are considered as persuasive speeches in 
which the speaker motivates and encourages the listeners. Therefore, it can be 
concluded that the speaker motivates the listeners by presenting himself as a 
model which has had inherent strength and capabilities.  
One of the data which reflect the third and fourth steps of empowerment in 
the same sentence can be seen in the following example.  
“I am the party!” 
(Datum S7/ 00.30/ 2/ a-d/ III-IV) 
In the datum above, the speaker applies metaphor by indirectly comparing 
himself with a political party. Before uttering that sentence, the speaker must have 
a sufficient knowledge that the essence of a political party is about its good 
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influence on other people. Therefore, the speaker in that sentence implicitly says 
that he brings some good influences for other people. In short, this sentence 
reflects the speaker‟s response to new information about the essence of a political 
party by stating that he is the party. In addition, it also reflects the fourth step of 
empowerment because it shows the speaker‟s confidence.  
In another datum, the fourth step is reflected in a sentence using 
synecdoche. The sentence is in the following datum.  
“It‟s time our country agreed on something.” 
(Datum S6/ 00.51/ 6/ c/ III-IV) 
The speaker shares this speech in an online videos in which every people 
around the world from different countries can see it. Therefore, the word “our 
country” in that sentence does not really mean his country. Here, the speaker in 
the above datum applies synecdoche by mentioning the part for the whole part. 
Hence, the word “our country” in the sentence above means all people around the 
world from any other country. Similar with the previous datum, this sentence also 
reflects the third step of empowerment because it shows that the speaker 
understands the need of other people to start considering about what will be 
discussed in the next sentences. This sentence also reflects the speaker‟s inherent 
qualities which are confident and responsible for his duty that is making the world 
better. Therefore, this sentence also reflects the fourth step of empowerment.  
Conversely, the next example is an example of the data which only reflect 
the fourth sentence without the existence of the third step. The sentence can be 
seen below.  
94 
 
“Hey motorcycles, I kissed Beyonce!” 
(Datum S9/ 04.23/ 4/ a-c/ IV) 
The speaker in the datum above applies apostrophe by addressing a non 
living thing that is motorcycle. That sentence does not reflect that the speaker gets 
new information which can make him empowered. However, through that 
sentence, the speaker‟s confidence is clearly shown. It is because through that 
sentence, he confidently expresses his happiness after kissing Beyonce. Some 
other data which reflect only the fourth step also contain the same type that is 
apostrophe.  
In short, the fourth step of empowerment is reflected most frequently in 
the speeches of Kid President. It indicates that the speaker tends to encourage the 
listeners by presenting his personal qualities such as the value of taking 
responsibility, confidence, and resourceful. Most of the sentences reflect this step 
with the reflection of the third step while some of them place this step as the only 
step reflected in the data.  
All in all, it can be concluded that there are eleven types of figures of 
speech proposed by Perrine which are applied by Kid President in his top ten 
speeches. Those are metaphor, metonymy, personification, synecdoche, 
hyperbole, simile, apostrophe, symbol, paradox, irony, and litotes. Allegory is the 
only type which does not exist because it is considered as a very complex figure 
of speech so that it is very difficult for the speaker who is only eleven years old to 
comprehend and apply this type. From the discussions above, it also can be 
concluded that the speaker applies those figures of speech to give imaginative 
pleasure, add emotional intensity, say much in a brief compass, and bring 
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additional imagery. From those four functions, the most dominant function is to 
give imaginative pleasure.  
The findings and discussions above also show that the figurative 
expressions employed by the speaker reflect the four steps of empowerment. 
Those steps are 1) being involved in a crisis or life transition, 2) acting on anger or 
frustration, 3) responding to new information, and 4) building on inherent strength 
and capabilities. The fourth step which is building on inherent strength is the most 
frequent step which appears in the top ten selected speeches. It indicates that the 
speaker, in his persuasive speeches, motivates the listeners by implicitly or 
indirectly showing his firm capabilities.  
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS  
 
In this last part of the research, the researcher presents the conclusions of the 
findings and discussion presented in the previous chapter. As presented in Chapter I, 
this research has three objectives which are to identify the types of figures of speech 
presented by Kid President, the functions of those figures of speech, and the process 
of children’s empowerment reflected through the figurative language. Therefore, the 
researcher draws the conclusion based on those three objectives.  
1. In the ten selected speeches delivered by Kid President (Robby Novak), there are 
eleven types of figures of speech which are presented by the speaker. Those types are 
metaphor (17 data), metonymy (13 data), personification (9 data), synecdoche (8 
data), hyperbole (6 data), simile (5 data), apostrophe (4 data), paradox (3 data), 
litotes (2 data), symbol (2 data), and irony (1 datum). Thus, the total data of this 
research are 70 data.  
Metaphor is the most frequent type which is applied by the speaker. This finding 
indicates that the speaker tends to deliver his ideas through some indirect 
comparisons. Mostly, the speaker applies metaphor in giving a suggestion or in 
persuading the listeners about how they are supposed to behave and to live. In 
addition, metaphor is also often used by the speaker to deliver his ideas about the 
essence of life.  
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In contrast to metaphor, allegory is not applied at all because it is considered as 
the most complex type. Meanwhile, the speaker of the ten speeches being analyzed is 
an eleven-year old kid. Therefore, he tends to use the other types which are simpler 
than allegory such as metonymy, personification, and synecdoche. 
Similar to metaphor, the speaker mostly applies metonymy to deliver his 
arguments about the meaning of life. Meanwhile, personification is often applied by 
the speaker to attract the listeners’ attention and to persuade them to use their life 
wisely so that they can make other people joyful. Many of the data which are 
considered as personification overlap with synecdoche. It is because the speaker 
mostly personifies the same object, which is the world which literally has two 
meanings. The first meaning of the world is the earth or the planet, which is a non-
living thing. Therefore, the words “the world” which are followed by the attribute of 
human beings are included as personifications. However, “world” can also mean the 
earth and all things (living and non-living things) on it so that some of 
personifications which personify the world are also included as synecdoche.  
The speaker also applies some hyperboles. Many of hyperboles are used by the 
speaker to express his pride to a mother. In addition, hyperbole is applied by the 
speaker to stress a certain important point, such as when he insists that the role of the 
listeners to make this world better is very important. Following hyperbole, simile is 
also applied by the speaker in some parts of his speeches. Although this type is also 
considered as a figure of speech by comparison, it is not applied as frequent as 
metaphor. This indicates that the speaker tends to give the listeners a more chance to 
consider the relation between the things being compared. Not only simile, apostrophe 
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is also rarely applied by the speaker. The speaker employs some apostrophes in a 
similar form to exaggerate his feeling of joy.  
Some other types which are paradox, symbol, litotes, and irony are not applied 
frequently. The speaker applies paradox only in some parts of some speeches when 
he wants to create a surprising effect. Meanwhile, symbol is rarely applied because it 
is applied by mentioning one thing that has another meaning behind. Therefore, 
similar to allegory, symbol is also considered as a type which is difficult to be 
applied. In his speeches, the speaker applies symbol only by quoting a poem in 
which some symbols are presented. Having the same frequency, litotes is not applied 
frequently. The speaker employs litotes only in some sentences in which he also 
wants to exaggerate the message. In the last rank, there is irony which is only applied 
by the speaker to insult or touch the listeners’ emotion.  
2. The speaker applies many figures of speech in his speeches to achieve some 
purposes. Those are giving imaginative pleasure (52 data), bringing additional 
imagery (11 data), adding emotional intensity (36 data), and saying much in a brief 
compass (16 data). Most of the figures of speech are used to give imaginative 
pleasure. It is because children in his age are in a stage in which their creative and 
imaginative skills are developed. The types which contribute significantly to this 
function are metaphor, metonymy, and personification. Meanwhile, to bring 
additional imagery, the speaker mostly applies metaphor. Metonymy and synecdoche 
are mostly applied by the speaker to add the listeners’ emotional intensity while to 
say much in a brief compass, the speaker mostly uses metaphor.  
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3. There are four steps of empowerment which are reflected in the speeches of Kid 
President. They are (1) being involved in a crisis or life transition (14 data), (2) 
acting on anger or frustration (14 data), (3) responding to new information (52 data), 
and (4) building on inherent strengths and capabilities (56 data). The first and the 
second steps have the same frequency because both of them cannot be separated. 
Every datum which reflects that the speaker is involved in a crisis also shows his 
responses on anger or frustration. Meanwhile, there are some data which reflect the 
fourth step without the occurrence of the third step. Still, all of the data reflecting the 
third step also reflect the fourth step. Therefore, the fourth step has a higher 
frequency than the third step.  
Based on the finding, each of the steps is reflected in the data containing the 
most frequent type and function. Therefore, it can be concluded that there is no type 
or function which is identical with a certain step of empowerment. In other words, to 
know which step is reflected, the listeners do not need to see what type of figure of 
speech it is, but the context of the sentence.  
  
100 
REFERENCES 
 
A. Printed Sources  
Ayu, D. M. 2002. Mereka Bilang Saya Monyet!. Jakarta: Gramedia Pustaka Utama. 
_________. 2005. Nayla. Jakarta: Gramedia Pustaka Utama. 
_________. 2014. SAIA. Jakarta: Gramedia Pustaka Utama.  
Bodgan, R. C. and Biklen S. K. 1982. Qualitative Research for Education: an 
Introduction to Theory and Methods. Massachusetts: Allyn and Bacon, Inc.  
Chaika, E. 1982. Language: the Social Mirror. Boston: Newbury House Publisher. 
Chapman, R. 1973. Linguistics and Literature: an Introduction to Literary Stylistics. 
London: Edward Arnold Ltd. 
Colston, H. L. and Melissa S. Kuiper. 2002. “Figurative Language Development 
Research and Popular Children’s Literature: Why We Should Know, Where 
the Wild Things Are”. Metaphor and Symbol 17 (1): 27-43.  
Cornell Empowerment Group. 1989. Empowerment and Family Support. New York: 
Cornell University Press.  
Gill, R. 2004. Mastering English Literature. London: Palgrave Macmilan. 
Glucksberg, S. 2001. Understanding Figurative Language: from Metaphor to 
Idioms. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Griffiths, P. 2006. An Introduction to English Semantics and Pragmatics. Edinburgh: 
Edinburgh University Press.  
Johnson, Barbara. 1986. Metaphor, Metonymy, and Voice in Zora Neale Hurston’s 
Their Eyes Were Watching God. New York: Modern Language Association. 
Katz, A atc. 1998. Figurative Language and Thought. New York: Oxford University 
Press.  
Kővecses, Z. 2002. Metaphor: A Practical Introduction. New York: Oxford 
University Press. 
101 
 
Lakoff, G. and M. Johnson. 1980. Metaphors We Live By. Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press.  
Leech, G. 1968. A Linguistic Guide to English Poetry. Edinburgh: Longman. 
Leech, G. and Short M. H. 1981. Style and Fiction. New York: Longman Group 
Limited.  
_________ 2007. Style and Fiction: A Linguistic Introduction to English Fictional 
Prose (2
nd
 Ed.). Edinburgh: Pearson Education Limited.  
Lehman, P. W. 1996. Descriptive Linguistics: an Introduction. New York: Random 
House, Inc. 
Lord, J. and P. Hutchison. 1993. “The Process of Empowerment: Implications for 
Theory and Practice”. Canadian Journal of Community Mental Health, 12 (1): 
5-22. Canada: The Canadian Periodical for Community Studies Inc. 
Lukens, R. J. 1999. A Critical Handbook of Children’s Literature (6th Ed.). New 
York: Addison-Wesley Educational Publisher Inc. 
Moleong, L. J. 2001. Metode Penelitian Kualitatif. Bandung: PT Remaja 
Rosdakarya.   
Nawawi, H. 1993. Metodologi Penelitian Bidang Sosial. Yogyakarta: Gadjah Mada 
University Press. 
Purwaningsih, E. M. 2012. Children’s Empowerment in Enid Blyton’s The 
Naughtiest Girl Again, The Naughtiest Girl is a monitor, and Here’s the 
Naughtiest Girl. Undergraduate Thesis. Unpublished. Yogyakarta: Universitas 
Negeri Yogyakarta. 
Perrine, L. 1969. Sound and Sense: an Introduction to English Poetry. Third Edition. 
New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, Inc. 
Rappaport, J. 1987. Terms of Empowerment/Exemplars of Prevention: Toward a 
Theory for Community Psychology. American Journal of Community 
Psychology, 15 (2), 121-148. New York: Springer New York. 
Simpson, P. 2004. Stylistics: a Resource Book for Students. London: Routledge.  
Stanley, J. 2007. A Guide to Figures of Speech Used in Scripture. Texas: Journal San 
Antonio. 
102 
 
Vanderstoep, S. W. and Johnston D. D. 2009. Research Methods for Everyday Life. 
San Fransisco: Jossey-Bass. 
Verdonk, P. 2002. Stylistics. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  
Wiersma, W. 1995. Research Methods in Education: an Introduction. Sixth Edition. 
Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 
Wilson, D. and Dan Sperber. 2004. “Relevance Theory”. In L. R. Horn, and G. L. 
Ward (Eds), The Handbook of Pragmatics. Massachusetts: Blackwell.  
Wolosky, S. 2001. The Art of Poetry: How to Read a Poem. New York: Oxford 
University Press.  
Znamenskaya, T. A. 2004. Stylistics of the English Languge. Mосkba: Editorial 
URSS 
 
B. Electronic Sources 
Anonymous. A Pep Talk from Kid President to You. http://lybio.net/tag/a-pep-talk-
from-kid-president-to-you-transcription/. Retrieved on May 12, 2015. 
Anonymous. A Pep Talk from Kid President to You. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-gQLqv9f4o. Retrieved on May 12, 2015. 
Anonymous. A Letter to a Person on Their First Day Here.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l5-EwrhsMzY. Retrieved on May 12, 
2015.  
Anonymous. An Open Letter to Moms from Kid President Transcription. 
http://lybio.net/tag/an-open-letter-to-moms-from-kid-president-transcription/. 
Retrieved on May 12, 2015. 
Anonymous. An Open Letter to Moms from Kid President Transcription. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQ4Rnba85o8. Retrieved on May 12, 
2015. 
Anonymous. Kid President’s 20 Things We Should Say More Often. 
http://lybio.net/kid-presidents-20-things-we-should-say-more-often/people/. 
Retrieved on May 12, 2015. 
103 
 
Anonymous. Kid President’s 20 Things We Should Say More Often. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5yCOSHeYn4. Retrieved on May 12, 
2015. 
Anonymous. Kid President’s 5 Things that Make Summer Awesome. 
http://lybio.net/kid-presidents-5-things-that-make-summer-awesome/people. 
Retrieved on May 12, 2015. 
Anonymous. Kid President’s 5 Things that Make Summer Awesome. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4MlZR691of0. Retrieved on May 12, 
2015. 
Anonymous. Kid President Changes the Future. http://www.allreadable.com/vid/kid-
president-changes-the-future-62580.html. Retrieved on May 12, 2015. 
Anonymous. Kid President Changes the Future. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C1XltS91WDI. Retrieved on May 12, 
2015. 
Anonymous. Kid President Diabetes vs Diabeetus. 
http://www.allreadable.com/vid/kid-president-diabetes-vs.-diabeetus-
1923205.html. Retrieved on May 12, 2015. 
Anonymous. Kid President Diabetes vs Diabeetus. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nmmni_WdcFI. Retrieved on May 12, 
2015. 
Anonymous. Kid President Explains It All. http://lybio.net/kid-presidents-explains-it-
all/people. Retrieved on May 12, 2015. 
Anonymous. Kid President Explains It All. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPx5qIueFNQ. Retrieved on May 12, 
2015. 
Anonymous. Kid President’s Guide to Being a Party. http://lybio.net/kid-presidents-
guide-to-being-a-party/people/. Retrieved on May 12, 2015. 
Anonymous. Kid President’s Guide to Being a Party. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGUkWUjPxT8. Retrieved on May 12, 
2015. 
Anonymous. Kid President Pep Talk to Teachers and Students. http://lybio.net/kid-
presidents-pep-talk-to-teachers-and-students/people/. Retrieved on May 12, 
2015. 
104 
 
Anonymous. Kid President Pep Talk to Teachers and Students. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwlhUcSGqgs. Retrieved on May 12, 
2015. 
Ciesinski, Joe. 2010. A Metaphorical Analysis of Martin Luther King Jr.’s I Have a 
Dream. http://www.digitalcommons.calpoly.edu. Retrieved on January 23, 
2015.  
Sarah. A Letter to a Person on Their First Day Here. 
http://livesoverlap.blogspot.com/2014/01/a-letter-to-person-on-their-first-
day.html. Retrieved on May 12, 2015.  
 
 
105 
 
Types and Functions of Figures of Speech and the Steps of Empowerment in Kid President’s Speeches 
Note:  S1/ 00.14/ 3-6/ c/ I  : A Pep Talk from Kid President to You/ minute/ Types of Figure of Speech/ Functions/ Steps of Empowerment 
1 : Simile 
2 : Metaphor 
3 : Personification 
4 : Apostrophe 
5 : Metonymy 
6 : Synecdoche 
7 : Allegory 
8 : Symbol    
9 : Paradox 
10 : Irony 
11 : Hyperbole 
12 : Litotes 
a : giving imaginative 
pleasure 
b : bringing additional 
imagery  
c : adding emotional 
intensity  
d : saying much in brief 
compass  
I : being involved in a crisis or 
“life transition” 
II : acting on anger or 
frustration  
III : responding to new 
information  
IV : building on inherent 
strengths and capabilities  
S1 : A Pep Talk from Kid President to You 
S2 : Kid President‟s 20 Things We Should Say More Often 
S3 : An Open Letter to Moms from Kid President  
S4 : Kid President‟s Pep Talk to Teachers and Students  
S5 : Kid President‟s Letter to A Person on Their First Day Here  
S6 : Kid President – Diabetes vs. Diabeetus  
S7 : Kid President – Guide to Being A Party  
S8 : Kid President‟s 5 Things that Make Summer Awesome  
S9 : Kid President Expalins It All  
S10 : Kid President Changes the Future 
 
No Code Sentence 
Figures of Speech Functions 
Steps of 
Empowerment Explanation 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 a b c d I II III IV 
1 S1/ 
00.14/ 
6/ c/ I-
II 
The world 
needs you to 
stop being 
boring. 
     V         V  V V   That expression employs synecdoche because the 
speaker mentions “the world” to points to humans who 
are actually only a part of the world. Through 
synecdoche, the speaker is trying to increase the 
listeners‟ emotional intensity or awareness of the 
importance of not being boring. This sentence reflects 
that the speaker is involved in a crisis because there are 
so many boring people in the world. It also shows the 
speaker‟s acting on anger because he delivers that 
sentence with an emotion of annoyance. 
2 S1/ 
00.14/ 
3/ a/ I-
II 
The world 
needs you to 
stop being 
boring. 
  V          V    V V   That expression is also considered as personification 
since the speaker gives an attribute of humans‟ life 
(being boring) to the world which is a non-living thing. 
Through the personification, the speaker is trying to 
give imaginative pleasure of how if the earth can feel 
bored. This sentence reflects that the speaker is 
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No Code Sentence 
Figures of Speech Functions 
Steps of 
Empowerment Explanation 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 a b c d I II III IV 
involved in a crisis. It also shows that the speaker 
delivers this sentence in anger. 
3 S1/ 
00.21/ 
2/ a-d/ 
I-II 
Life is not 
game, people. 
 V           V   V V V   In this sentence, the speaker applies metaphor by 
comparing life with game. This comparison brings a 
delightful imagination for the listeners about the 
similarity between life and game. Moreover, through 
metaphor, the speaker tends to say that life is not only 
about having fun, fighting one another, and collecting 
the points to show who the best is. Yet, life is also a 
chance to make the world better. Therefore, this 
metaphor is used to say much in a brief way.  This 
sentence reflects that the speaker is involved in a crisis 
in which people surrounding him are not aware that 
they have a responsibility to make the world better. It 
also reflects the second step of empowerment since it 
shows the speaker‟s anger on the people‟s unawareness.    
4 S1/ 
00.27/ 
2/ a-d/ 
I-II 
And if life is a 
game, are we on 
the same team? 
 V           V   V V V   This clause is considered as metaphor since it compares 
life with game. The function of this metaphor is to give 
the listener‟s an imaginative pleasure because the 
speaker uses something fun as the analogy of a way of 
life. In addition, this metaphor is also used to say much 
in a brief compass. This is because that clause means 
that people should not play with their life because it is 
not like a game in which they should gather the score 
and fight their rival to be the winner. Life is a chance to 
do some good things, help other people, and make the 
world better. This shows that the listener is involved in 
a crisis in which people surrounding him do not live 
their life well. It also shows that he is frustrated with 
the situation.   
5 S1/ 
00.27/ 
5/a- d/ 
I-II 
And if life is a 
game, are we on 
the same team? 
    V        V   V V V   It is considered as metonymy since the speaker applies 
the concept of a game in which there are some people 
who belong to the same team and some other people 
belong to another team. This metonymy is applied to 
give the listeners a pleasure by imagining how if in life, 
humans play a game in which there are some teams that 
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No Code Sentence 
Figures of Speech Functions 
Steps of 
Empowerment Explanation 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 a b c d I II III IV 
compete one another. Moreover, this metonymy is also 
used to say much in a brief compass since that clause 
means “do people around the world live in peace, help 
each other, and have the same aim to create a better 
world?”. This sentence reflects the first and second step 
of empowerment since it shows that the speaker is 
involved in a crisis and he acts on anger because of that 
situation. 
6 S1/ 
00.33/ 
5/ a-d/ 
I-II 
I‟m on your 
team, be on my 
team.  
    V        V   V V V   Here, the speaker applies associated metonymy since he 
uses the concept of a game to refer to a condition in 
which there are some people who have the same 
purpose for a better world (the same team) while some 
other people compete and fight the others (another 
team). Therefore, the function of applying metonymy in 
this sentence is to deliver a longer message briefly. 
Moreover, it also plays a role to give the listeners a 
pleasure of imagining playing a game. Seeing from the 
context, this sentence reflects the first and second step 
of empowerment. It is because the speaker implicitly 
describes the crisis he is facing in which the people 
surrounding him do not help each other to make a better 
world. In addition, he delivers that sentence on anger.  
7 S1/ 
00.45/ 
8/ a-b/ 
I-II 
Two roads 
diverged in the 
woods and I 
took the road 
less traveled 
and it hurt, man! 
       V     V V   V V   It is considered as symbol since „roads‟, „woods‟, and 
„travel‟ means more than what they are. „Roads‟ 
symbolize choices and „woods‟ symbolize life. 
Meanwhile, „the road less traveled‟ symbolize the 
choice that is rarely chosen by people. The application 
of symbols in this sentence gives imaginative pleasure 
of traveling in the woods. In addition, it also brings 
additional imagery for the listeners will visualize the 
roads and the woods. This sentence works as the first 
step of empowerment because the speaker talks about a 
crisis in which he should choose which choice he will 
take. Moreover, based on the context, this sentence also 
reflects his action on that frustrating situation. Thus, it 
also plays a role as the second step of empowerment.  
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No Code Sentence 
Figures of Speech Functions 
Steps of 
Empowerment Explanation 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 a b c d I II III IV 
8 S1/ 
00.53/ 
8/ a-b-
d/ I-II 
Rocks, thorns, 
and glass. 
       V     V V  V V V   Those nouns are the symbols of the challenges in the 
speaker‟s life. Rocks symbolize hard works that should 
be done by him, thorns symbolize some things that hurt 
and harm the speaker‟s physically and mentally, while 
glass symbolize some fragile things in life such as the 
speaker‟s feeling. Those symbols give imaginative 
pleasure and visual imagery to the listeners since they 
will imagine that they are passing rocks, thorns, and 
glass in their journey. Those symbols also help the 
listeners to say much in a brief compass. Based on the 
context, this sentence reflects the first step of 
empowerment because it tells about the speaker‟s crisis. 
It also reflects that he is frustrated and hurt by those 
challenges. Therefore, it also reflects the second step of 
empowerment.  
9 S1/ 
01.35/ 
5/a- c/ 
III-IV 
What will be 
your Space 
Jam? 
    V        V  V    V V The speaker applies metonymy by applying Space Jam 
for something else associated that is the listeners‟ idol. 
The function of this metonymy is to give the listeners‟ a 
pleasure of imagining their Space Jam because of that 
analogy. In addition, it also adds the emotional intensity 
of the listeners since before the speaker utters that 
question he explains how he loves Space Jam. 
Therefore, the listeners‟ emotion will be evoked since 
they will compare their love of their idol with the 
speaker‟s love of Space Jam. This question reflects the 
speaker‟s response on new information related with an 
idol that can be somebody‟s inspiration. It also reflects 
that he‟s strength is build by that knowledge and his 
favorite things.  
10 S1/ 
01.49/ 
5/ a-d/ 
III-IV 
But if we‟re all 
on the same 
team, let‟s start 
acting like it. 
    V        V   V   V V Here, the speaker applies associated metonymy since he 
uses the concept of a team in a game to refer to a 
condition in which people around the world work 
together and help each other to create a better world. 
Therefore, the function of applying metonymy in this 
sentence is to deliver a longer message briefly. 
Moreover, this metonymy also gives the listeners‟ a 
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No Code Sentence 
Figures of Speech Functions 
Steps of 
Empowerment Explanation 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 a b c d I II III IV 
pleasure of imagining if they are playing a game. 
Seeing from the context, this sentence reflects that the 
speaker is trying to build his strength by inviting other 
people to start helping each other in order to create a 
better world.  
11 S1/ 
01.54/ 
5/ a-c/ 
III-IV 
We can cry 
about it or we 
can dance about 
it. 
    V        V  V    V V The speaker applies metonymy by mentioning the word 
„cry‟ and „dance‟ to refer to the larger or more general 
concept. The function of applying metonymy in this 
sentence is to give imaginative pleasure. It also 
increases the listeners‟ emotional intensity because by 
mentioning the more concrete example, the speaker 
helps the listeners to grasp the intended meaning easily 
and finally evokes their emotion. Based on the context, 
this sentence reflects the speaker‟s response toward the 
information about choices the people have in facing the 
challenge of life. This sentence also reflects that the 
speaker is trying to build his strength by implicitly 
attracting the listeners to enjoy and do their 
responsibility to make the world better.  
12 S1/ 
02.07/ 
3/ a/ 
III-IV 
It‟s everybody‟s 
duty to give the 
world a reason 
to dance so get 
to it.  
  V          V      V V This phrase is considered as personification since 
nobody can literally make the world (the earth) able to 
dance. The function of this personification is to give 
imaginative pleasure to the listeners of how if the earth 
is able to dance. This sentence reflects the speaker‟s 
response for the information that everybody is 
responsible to make the world better. It also reflects 
that he builds an inherent strength since through that 
expression, he persuades the listeners to join him 
making the world better.   
13 S1/ 
02.07/ 
6/ c/ 
III-IV 
It‟s everybody‟s 
duty to give the 
world a reason 
to dance so get 
to it.  
     V         V    V V This phrase is considered as synecdoche because it 
means humans or people who are only the part of the 
world. The function of this synecdoche is to increase 
the listener‟s emotional intensity because by 
mentioning the whole part of the world, he exaggerates 
the meaning of the people‟s duty. This sentence reflects 
the speaker‟s response to the information that 
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No Code Sentence 
Figures of Speech Functions 
Steps of 
Empowerment Explanation 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 a b c d I II III IV 
everybody is responsible to make the world better. It 
also reflects that he builds his inherent strength since 
through that expression, he persuades the listeners to 
make the world better.   
14 S1/ 
02.07/ 
5/ a-c/ 
III-IV 
It‟s everybody‟s 
duty to give the 
world a reason 
to dance so get 
to it.  
    V        V  V    V V The speaker applies metonymy by using the word 
„dance‟ to refer to the more general concept that is 
„being happy‟. The function is to give imaginative 
pleasure because it brings an enjoyment of imagining 
the dance of the people around the world. It also 
increases the listeners‟ emotional intensity because by 
mentioning the more concrete example, the speaker 
helps the listeners to grasp the intended meaning easily 
and finally evokes their emotion. Based on the context, 
this sentence reflects the speaker‟s response to the 
information about choices the people have in facing the 
challenges in life. This sentence also reflects that the 
speaker is trying to build his strength by implicitly 
attract the listeners to enjoy and do their responsibility 
to make the world better. 
15 S1/ 
02.56/ 
3/ a-c/ 
III-IV 
Pass this pep 
talk along and 
let‟s get the 
whole world to 
dance.  
  V          V      V V In this phrase, the speaker personifies the world by 
giving human attribute that is the ability to dance. The 
function of applying personification in this sentence is 
to give imaginative pleasure of how if the world (the 
earth) is able to dance. This sentence reflects that the 
speaker gives response to information that many people 
need to be entertained and his video is able to provide 
an amusement. In addition, it also reflects that he is 
trying to build his strength by persuading the listeners 
or viewers to have the same idea about making the 
world better and to promote his video. 
16 S1/ 
02.56/ 
11/ a-
c/ III-
IV 
Pass this pep 
talk along and 
let’s get the 
whole world to 
dance.  
          V  V  V    V V That phrase is considered as hyperbole because it is 
impossible to make the whole world happy only by 
passing his video. The application of hyperbole in this 
sentence gives the listeners an imaginative pleasure of 
making all people around the world happy by passing 
the video. It also increases the listeners‟ emotional 
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No Code Sentence 
Figures of Speech Functions 
Steps of 
Empowerment Explanation 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 a b c d I II III IV 
intensity because is the exaggeration of „many people‟. 
This sentence reflects that the speaker gives response to 
new information that everybody needs happiness and 
his pep talk is one of the ways to make people happy. It 
also reflects that his internal strength is built because he 
can determine if thing can make people happy. His 
internal strength is also reflected through his confidence 
that his talk will bring happiness for others.  
17 S1/ 
02.56/ 
5/ a-c/ 
III-IV 
Pass this pep 
talk along and 
let‟s get the 
whole world to 
dance.  
    V        V  V    V V The speaker applies metonymy by using the word 
„dance‟ to refer to the more general concept that is 
„being happy‟. The function is to give imaginative 
pleasure because it brings an enjoyment of imagining 
the dance of the world. It also increases the listeners‟ 
emotional intensity because by mentioning the more 
concrete example, the speaker helps the listeners to 
grasp the intended meaning easily and finally evokes 
their emotion. Based on the context, this sentence 
reflects that the speaker gives response to new 
information that everybody needs happiness and his pep 
talk is one of the ways to make people happy. It also 
reflects that his internal strength is built because he can 
determine if thing can make people happy. His internal 
strength is also reflected through his confidence that his 
talk will bring happiness for others. 
18 S1/ 
03.03/ 
1/ a-c/ 
III-IV 
She likes 
pancakes and 
she’s fighting 
cancer like a 
boss! 
V            V  V    V V The speaker applies simile by obviously comparing a 
girl with a boss. The comparison is marked by the use 
of the word „like‟. The function of this simile is to give 
imaginative pleasure since the listeners will imagine the 
similarity between a girl fighting cancer and a boss. It 
also increases the emotional intensity of the listeners 
about how great and tough the girl in fighting her 
cancer is. This sentence shows the speaker‟s response 
to information about the girl‟s strength in facing her 
illness. It also reflects that the speaker is building his 
strength because he is inspired by the girl.  
19 S2/ My sports team     V        V  V    V V That sentence means that the speaker is not always the 
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01.37/ 
5/ a-c/ 
III-IV 
is not always the 
best sports 
team. 
best; he cannot always be the winner. Therefore, the 
speaker applies metonymy by mentioning one of his 
capabilities for his capability in general. This metaphor 
plays a role to give the listeners an imagination of how 
if they have a sport team that cannot always be the 
winner in all competitions. It also increases the 
listeners‟ emotional intensity by comparing the 
listeners‟ capability with a more concrete example of a 
person‟s capability. Based on the context, this sentence 
reflects that the speaker is responding to new 
information he gets and he is trying to build his strength 
to admit his weaknesses.  
20 S2/ 
01.40/ 
2/ b/ 
III-IV 
It takes a big 
man to say that. 
 V            V     V V It is considered as metaphor because the speaker 
compares a strong-hearted man to a big man. This 
metaphor has a function to bring a visual imagery of a 
big man. Based on the context, this sentence reflects 
that the speaker is responding to new information that 
admitting his own weakness is hard. In addition, this 
sentence also reflects that he is trying to build his 
strength to admit his weaknesses. 
21 S2/ 
01.44/ 
9/ c/ 
III-IV 
Nothing, 
sometimes 
that’s the best 
thing you could 
say. 
        V      V    V V In this speech, the speaker talks about 20 things people 
should say more often. However, he mentions that 
saying noting is sometimes the best thing people could 
say. It seems contradict yet true. Therefore, it is 
considered as paradox. The function of this paradox is 
to increase the listeners‟ emotional intensity since it 
surprises them. This expression reflects the speaker‟s 
response to new information about the need of being 
silent. It also shows that the speaker is trying to build 
his personal quality that is being able to wisely decide 
the right time to speak and to be silent.  
22 S3/ 
00.21/ 
9/ c/ I-
II 
Number 3, we 
love you but 
sometimes we 
don’t know 
how to say it. 
        V      V  V V   That sentence is considered as paradox since it seems 
strange yet true. The function of this paradox is to 
increase the listeners‟ emotion because it attracts more 
attention of the listeners. Therefore, the listeners‟ 
feeling of loving someone but being unable to express 
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is evoked. This expression reflects that the speaker is 
involved in a crisis in which many children included 
him do not know how to express their love to their 
parents. This also shows the speaker‟s frustration on 
that situation. 
23 S3/ 
01.17/ 
12/ c/ 
III-IV 
Number 8, have 
fun for once! 
           V   V    V V It is considered as litotes because the speaker asks his 
mom to have fun not only for once but some times. The 
application of litotes in this sentence increases the 
emotional intensity of the listeners because it 
exaggerates the message that mother really need to 
have fun. This sentence reflects that the speaker is 
experiencing the third step of empowerment because he 
responds to new information about the mothers‟ need. 
Moreover, it also reflects that the speaker‟s internal 
capability is built because he is able to determine what 
is good for his mother.  
24 S3/ 
01.38/ 
5/ c/ I-
II 
Number 9, hug 
more, shout 
less! 
    V          V  V V   In this sentence, the speaker applies metonymy by 
mentioning „hug‟ to represent the larger concept which 
is any expression of affection. In addition, metonymy is 
also applied by using the word „shout‟ to represent all 
the expression of anger.  The function is to increase the 
listeners‟ emotional intensity because by mentioning 
the more concrete example, the speaker helps the 
listeners to grasp the intended meaning easily and 
finally the listeners‟ understanding evokes their 
emotion. This sentence reflects the first and second step 
of empowerment because it shows that the speaker is 
involved in a crisis in which his mother shows her 
anger more than her affection. By delivering this 
sentence, the speaker also shows his action on that 
frustrating situation.  
25 S3/ 
02.04/ 
11/ c/ 
III-IV 
Number 10, the 
secret of 
changing the 
world: MOMS. 
          V    V    V V This is considered as hyperbole because the speaker 
exaggerates the influence of mother on somebody‟s 
success. This exaggeration increases the listeners‟ 
emotion because it makes their feeling of proud of their 
mother greater. This sentence reflects that the speaker 
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responds to new information about the influence of 
mother in his life. This sentence also reflects that the 
speaker‟s internal strength is built by the presence of 
his mother and his ability in determining the influence 
of people surrounding him. 
26 S3/ 
02.15/ 
11/ c/ 
III-IV 
If every Mom 
in the world 
knew how 
awesome they 
were, every 
problem in the 
world would be 
fixed. 
          V    V    V V This is considered as hyperbole because the speaker 
exaggerates the influence of a mother on somebody‟s 
success. This exaggeration increases the listeners‟ 
emotion because it does not merely deliver the 
information but also stresses the message about how 
important the role of a mother. This sentence reflects 
that the speaker responds to new information about the 
influence of a mother in life. This sentence also reflects 
that the speaker‟s internal strength is built by the 
presence of his mother and his ability to determine the 
influence of people surrounding him.  
27 S4/ 
00.51/ 
3/ a-d/ 
III-IV 
But as history 
does repeat 
itself, I‟m not 
going to name 
my pet dinosaur 
Reginald.  
  V          V   V   V V History is not a living thing so that this sentence is 
considered as personification. The application of 
personification in this clause gives the listeners an 
enjoyment of imagining history that can repeat itself. In 
addition, this sentence means that some things which 
happened in the past possibly can happen again in the 
present or future. Therefore, the function of this 
personification is also to say much in a brief compass. 
Based on the context, this sentence reflects the third 
step of empowerment because it shows the speaker‟s 
response toward new information related with history 
as a particular record of a past event. It also reflects the 
fourth step of empowerment because it shows that he is 
resourceful.  
28 S4/ 
01.08/ 
5/ a-b-
c/ III-
IV 
The world‟s 
greatest thinkers: 
Confucius, 
Albert Einstein, 
Justin 
Timberlake, 
    V        V V V    V V In this sentence, the speaker applies metonymy by 
mentioning an action of putting pants on one leg to 
refer to any ridiculous or weird action. The function of 
this sentence is to give an imagination and visual 
imagery of how if those great men do that weird thing. 
It also evokes the listeners‟ emotion because by 
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they put their 
pants on one leg 
at a time, just 
like me.  
mentioning the more concrete example of a ridiculous 
action, the speaker helps the listeners to grasp the 
intended meaning easily and finally the listeners‟ 
understanding increases their emotional intensity. This 
sentence reflects the third and last step of 
empowerment because it shows the speaker‟s response 
toward new information related with some ordinary and 
imperfect men who did great things. It also shows that 
the speaker builds his strength by having a firm 
confidence.  
29 S4/ 
01.28/ 
2/ a-d/ 
III-IV 
Life is school 
and you gotta 
show up.  
 V           V   V   V V Here, the speaker applies metaphor by comparing 
school with life. That clause means that in life, there are 
many things that we need to learn. Therefore, the 
function of this metaphor is to say much in a brief 
compass. In addition, the application of metaphor in 
this sentence also gives the listeners a pleasure of 
imagining a school life. That sentence reflects the third 
and fourth step of empowerment because the speaker 
responds to new information about life. He also builds 
his inherent strength by being motivated by that 
information and increasing other people‟s awareness 
about that information.  
30 S4/ 
02.01/ 
3/ a/ 
III-IV 
What are you 
teaching the 
world? 
  V          V      V V In this sentence, the speaker personifies „the world‟ (the 
earth) by saying that it can be taught. The function of 
this personification is to give imaginative pleasure 
because it beautifies the sentence and makes the 
listeners enjoy an imagination of teaching the world. 
This sentence reflects that the speaker is responding to 
new information related with life. It also shows that the 
speaker is motivated by that information and he starts to 
build his own strength and capabilities.   
31 S4/ 
02.01/ 
6/ c/ 
III-IV 
What are you 
teaching the 
world? 
     V         V    V V This sentence also can be considered as synecdoche 
because the word „world‟ means people or humans who 
are only the part of the whole world. This synecdoche 
has a function to increase the listeners‟ emotional 
intensity because it exaggerates the people‟s actions 
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that inspire other people. This sentence reflects the third 
step of empowerment because it shows the listener‟s 
respond to new information about life. It also reflects 
that the speaker is involved in the fourth step because 
the speaker is motivated by that information and he 
starts to build his own strength and capabilities.   
32 S4/ 
02.08/ 
3/ a/ 
III-IV 
We‟re teaching 
the world what 
it looks like to 
be awesome.  
  V          V      V V In this sentence, the speaker personifies „the world‟ (the 
earth) by saying that it can be taught. The function of 
this personification is to give imaginative pleasure 
because it brings a different yet delightful atmosphere 
that attracts the listeners to imagine how if they can 
teach the globe. This sentence reflects that the speaker 
is responding to new information related with his 
actions that inspire other people. It also shows that the 
speaker is motivated by that information and he starts to 
build his own strength and capabilities by being 
somebody else‟s inspiration. s  
33 S4/ 
02.08/ 
6/ c/ 
III/ IV 
We‟re teaching 
the world what 
it looks like to 
be awesome.  
     V         V    V V This sentence also can be considered as synecdoche 
because the word „world‟ means people or humans who 
are only the part of the whole world. This synecdoche 
has a function to increase the listeners‟ emotional 
intensity because it exaggerates the people‟s actions 
that inspire other people. This sentence reflects the third 
step of empowerment because it shows the listener‟s 
respond to new information about life. It also reflects 
that the speaker is involved in the fourth step because 
the speaker is motivated by that information and he 
starts to build his own strength and capabilities by 
being resourceful.   
34 S4/ 
02.13/ 
2/ a-d/ 
III-IV 
Everybody is a 
teacher and 
everybody is a 
student.  
 V           V   V   V V In this sentence, the speaker applies metaphor by 
comparing common people who inspire others with a 
teacher. He also compares people who are inspired by 
others with a student. Since this sentence has a longer 
meaning, this metaphor is used to say much in a brief 
compass. In addition, it also has a function to bring the 
listeners a pleasure because the analogy persuades them 
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to imagine such an uncommon analogy. From this 
sentence, it can be seen that the speaker just found out 
new information about humans‟ role in life. It also 
reflects that the speaker is building his psychological 
internal strength by being aware that he inspires other 
people and is inspired by other people.  
35 S4/ 
02.20/ 
5/ a-c/ 
III-IV 
They see when 
you‟re passing 
notes, but they 
also see the 
person that we 
can all become 
someday; a 
writer or a 
speaker or 
Martin Luther 
King. 
    V        V  V    V V This phrase is considered as metonymy because the 
speaker mentions a name to refer to his influence. The 
function of this metonymy is to give imaginative 
pleasure because that metonymy persuades the listeners 
to imagine how if they are Martin Luther King. It also 
increases the listener's emotional intensity because by 
mentioning the name of a legendary and influential 
figure, the speaker exaggerates the role and actions of 
him. This sentence reflects the third step of 
empowerment which is responding to new information 
about the capability of a teacher. This also reflects that 
the speaker builds his inherent strength and capabilities 
by being optimistic that he can become someone great 
one day.  
36 S4/ 
02.40/ 
3/ a/ 
III-IV 
Why do you 
want to teach 
the world? 
  V          V      V V In this sentence, the speaker personifies „the world‟ (the 
earth) by saying that it can be taught. The function of 
this personification is to give imaginative pleasure 
because it brings a different yet delightful atmosphere 
that attracts the listeners to imagine how if they can 
teach the world. This sentence reflects that the speaker 
is responding to new information related with his 
actions that inspire other people. It also shows that the 
speaker is motivated by that information and he starts to 
build his own strength and capabilities by persuading 
other people to become an inspiration for others.  
37 S4/ 
02.40/ 
6/ c/ 
III-IV 
Why do you 
want to teach 
the world? 
     V         V    V V This sentence also can be considered as synecdoche 
because the word „world‟ means people or humans who 
are only the part of the whole world. This synecdoche 
has a function to increase the listeners‟ emotional 
intensity because it exaggerates the influence of the 
118 
 
No Code Sentence 
Figures of Speech Functions 
Steps of 
Empowerment Explanation 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 a b c d I II III IV 
listeners‟ action. This sentence reflects the third step of 
empowerment because it shows the listener‟s respond 
to new information about people‟s capability to inspire 
others. It also reflects that the speaker is involved in the 
fourth step because he is motivated by that information 
and he starts to build his own strength and capabilities 
by persuading other people to inspire others.   
38 S4/ 
02.46/ 
2/ a-b/ 
III-IV 
Together, we‟re 
louder.  
 V           V V     V V In this sentence, the speaker compares an adjective 
„loud‟ with „strong‟. The function of this metaphor is to 
give imaginative pleasure because the speaker delivers 
a message in a different or creative way that persuades 
the listeners to imagine the sentence. Moreover, it also 
brings an auditory imagery because the speaker uses the 
word „loud‟ that can attract the listeners‟ auditory 
sensor. This sentence reflects the speaker‟s response to 
new information about the strength of being together. It 
also shows that the speaker builds his strength by 
persuading the listeners to work together with him in 
order to make the world better.  
39 S5/ 
00.44/ 
2/ a-b/ 
III-IV 
Some days 
you‟ll get ice-
cream. 
 V           V V     V V In this sentence, metaphor is applied by comparing an 
ice cream with fortunes coming to the listener‟s life. 
This metaphor is applied to give imaginative pleasure 
and gustatory imagery of getting an ice cream. This 
sentence reflects the third step of empowerment 
because it shows the speaker‟s response to information 
about life that he has gotten. Based on the context, it 
also reflects that the speaker is building his internal 
strength and capabilities by being ready and prepared 
for every good or bad thing that comes to his life.  
40 S5/ 
00.48/ 
2/ a-b/ 
III-IV 
Some days your 
kite will fly 
high. 
 V           V V     V V In this sentence, the speaker applies metaphor by 
comparing an experience in which the listeners‟ kite is 
flying high with a moment when the listeners‟ high 
dream is achieved. This metaphor is applied to give 
imaginative pleasure and visual imagery of playing a 
kite. This sentence reflects the third step of 
empowerment because it shows the speaker response 
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toward information about life that he has gotten. Based 
on the context, it also reflects that the speaker is 
building his internal strength and capabilities by being 
ready and prepared for every good or bad thing that 
comes to his life. 
41 S5/ 
00.56/ 
2/ a-b/ 
III-IV 
Some days it 
gets stuck in a 
tree. 
 V           V V     V V Metaphor is applied in this sentence by comparing a 
moment in which someone‟s kite gets stuck in a tree 
with the difficulties in achieving the listeners‟ success. 
This metaphor is applied to give imaginative pleasure 
and a visual imagery because when the listeners listen 
to this sentence, they will imagine a moment when they 
are playing a kite. This sentence reflects the third step 
of empowerment because it shows the speaker response 
toward information about life that he has gotten. Based 
on the context, it also reflects that the speaker is 
building his internal strength and capabilities by being 
ready and prepared for every good or bad thing that 
comes to his life. 
42 S5/ 
00.55/ 
5/ a-c/ 
III-IV 
There‟s plenty of 
reason to dance.  
    V        V  V    V V Here, the speaker applies metonymy by mentioning the 
word „dance‟ to refer to the larger or more general 
concept that is being happy. The function of applying 
metonymy in this sentence is to give a pleasure of 
imagining everybody is dancing. It also increases the 
listeners‟ emotional intensity because metaphor brings 
the more specific example of an expression of 
happiness. This sentence reflects the speaker‟s response 
to new information that there are many reasons that 
make us grateful. This sentence also reflects that the 
speaker is building his internal strength by being 
motivated because of that knowledge.  
43 S5/ 
01.26/ 
1/ a/ 
III-IV 
Just treat 
everybody like 
it’s their 
birthday even if 
they don‟t 
deserve it. 
V            V      V V In this sentence, the speaker employs simile by 
obviously using the word „like‟ to compare the way the 
listeners should treat other people with the way they 
treat their friend in his or her birthday. The function of 
this simile is to give a clearer picture or more concrete 
example of an action of treating people nicely. In other 
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words, this simile gives the listeners imaginative 
pleasure. This sentence reflects the speaker‟s response 
to new information about how people should treat 
others. It also reflects that the speaker is trying to build 
his inherent strength, specifically emotional strength, in 
treating other people kindly. 
44 S5/ 
02.15/ 
2/ a-d/ 
III-IV 
You were made 
from love, to be 
love, to spread 
love.  
 V           V   V   V V In this sentence, the speaker applies metaphor by 
comparing love with something humans are made from, 
an expression of loving somebody, and personal quality 
of being lovable. The function of metaphor in this 
sentence is to give the listeners a pleasure of imagining 
a love as a concrete thing. Since the word „love‟ in this 
sentence has a longer meaning (humans are created 
because of there is love between two people and they 
are created to love each other), therefore, this metaphor 
also has a function to say much in a brief compass. This 
sentence reflects that the speaker has known the 
information about the essence of human‟s life. It also 
reflects that he is trying to build his own psychological 
strength by being aware of his right and duty in life.  
45 S5/ 
02.20/ 
2/ a-b/ 
III-IV 
Love is always 
louder. 
 V           V V     V V This sentence is considered as metaphor because the 
speaker compares an adjective „loud‟ with „strong‟. The 
functions of this metaphor are to give imaginative 
pleasure because the analogy is delivered in a creative 
way so that the listeners will imagine how if love can 
produce a loud voice. Moreover, it also brings an 
auditory imagery. This sentence reflects that the 
speaker is giving a response toward new information 
about the power of love. It also shows that the he is 
building an inherent strength by persuading other 
people to love each other.  
46 S5/ 
02.21/ 
2/ a-b/ 
III-IV 
Even if hate has 
a bullhorn, love 
is louder. 
 V           V V     V V This sentence is considered as metaphor because the 
speaker compares an adjective „loud‟ with „strong‟. The 
functions of this metaphor are to give imaginative 
pleasure and an auditory imagery. It gives imaginative 
pleasure because the speaker delivers the message in a 
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creative way that persuades the listeners to imagine the 
message. Moreover, it also brings an auditory imagery 
because the speaker uses the word „loud‟ that can 
attract the listeners‟ ears. This sentence reflects that the 
speaker is giving a response toward new information 
about the power of love. It also shows that the he is 
building an inherent strength by persuading other 
people to love each other. 
47 S5/ 
02.21/ 
11/ a-
c/ III-
IV 
Even if hate has 
a bullhorn, love 
is louder. 
          V  V  V    V V This sentence is considered as hyperbole because the 
speaker exaggerates the power of love. The function of 
this hyperbole is to give imaginative pleasure because 
the speaker delivers a message in a different or creative 
way that persuades the listeners to imagine the 
message. Moreover, it also increases the listeners‟ 
emotion because of the exaggeration. This sentence 
reflects that the speaker is giving a response toward 
new information about the power of love. It also shows 
that the he is building an inherent strength by 
persuading other people to love each other. 
48 S5/ 
02.24/ 
2/ a-b/ 
III-IV 
So, let your life 
be loud. 
 V           V V     V V In this sentence, the speaker applies metaphor by 
comparing an adjective „loud‟ with „strong‟. This 
metaphor gives an imaginative pleasure for the listeners 
because it leads the listeners to pleasantly imagine the 
power of life. Moreover, it also brings an auditory 
imagery because the speaker applies metaphor by using 
the word „loud‟ that is related with humans‟ auditory 
sensor. This sentence reflects the third and fourth step 
of empowerment since the speaker shows his response 
on a new information about life. Moreover, that 
sentence also reflects that the speaker builds his internal 
strength by being motivated.  
49 S6/ 
00.51/ 
6/ c/ 
III-IV 
It‟s time our 
country agreed 
on something.  
     V         V    V V This phrase is considered as synecdoche because the 
speaker mentions his country to refer to people from 
any country generally. In other words, the speaker 
mentions the part to represent whole part. The function 
of this synecdoche is to increase the listeners‟ 
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emotional intensity because by mentioning the certain 
part of the whole meaning, the speaker specifies the 
people who need to agree on something. This sentence 
reflects the third step of empowerment because it shows 
the listeners response for new information about the 
importance of mind revolution. It also reflects the 
fourth step of empowerment because by delivering that 
sentence, the speaker makes the listeners pay more 
attention for his persuasion.  
50 S7/ 
00.30/ 
2/ a-d/ 
III-IV 
I am the party!  V           V   V   V V In this sentence, metaphor is being applied by 
comparing a political organization with someone who 
has an influence for other people. This metaphor is used 
to give an imaginative pleasure because the analogy is 
not common. Since the meaning of the word „party‟ in 
this sentence is longer, therefore, the metaphor is also 
used to say much in a brief compass. This sentence 
reflects that the speaker is involved in the third step of 
empowerment because it shows the speaker‟s response 
toward new information about the essence of political 
party that is to give some good influence for people. It 
also shows that the speaker builds his internal strength 
because he is aware that he can give a good influence 
for his surroundings.  
51 S7/ 
00.32/ 
2/ a-d/ 
III-IV 
Everywhere I go 
is the party. 
 V           V   V   V V In this sentence, metaphor is being applied by 
comparing a political organization with a place where 
there are some people who have a good influence for 
others. This metaphor is used to give an imaginative 
pleasure because the analogy is not common. Since the 
meaning of the word „party‟ in this sentence is longer, 
therefore, the metaphor is also used to say much in a 
brief compass. This sentence reflects that the speaker is 
involved in the third step of empowerment because it 
shows the speaker‟s response toward new information 
about the essence of political party that is to give some 
good influence for people. It also shows that the 
speaker builds his internal strength because he is aware 
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that everybody included him can give a good influence 
for the surroundings.  
52 S7/ 
01.36/ 
1/ a/ I-
II 
You can be a 
grown-up and 
act like a baby. 
V            V    V V   The speaker applies simile by obviously comparing an 
adult with a baby. The comparison is marked by the use 
of the word „like‟. The function of this simile is to give 
imaginative pleasure since the listeners will imagine the 
similarity between those two compared things. This 
sentence shows that the speaker is involved in a crisis 
in which adults do not act maturely and wisely. It also 
reflects that the speaker is frustrated because of that 
condition.  
53 S7/ 
01.36/ 
10/ c/ 
I-II 
You can be a 
grown-up and 
act like a baby. 
         V     V  V V   That sentence reflects the irony of situation because 
adults should not act childishly. The function of this 
irony is to increase the emotional intensity of the 
listeners by showing directly the irony of adults‟ 
actions. This sentence shows that the speaker is 
involved in a crisis in which adults do not act maturely 
and wisely. It also reflects that the speaker is frustrated 
because of that condition.  
54 S7/ 
02.15/ 
2/ a-d/ 
I-II 
Every day when 
I wake up I 
wonder if I got a 
chance to be 
party. 
 V           V   V V V   In this sentence, metaphor is being applied by 
comparing a political organization with someone who 
has an influence for other people. This metaphor is used 
to give an imaginative pleasure because the analogy is 
not common. Since the meaning of the word „party‟ in 
this sentence is longer, therefore, the metaphor is also 
used to say much in a brief compass. This sentence 
reflects that the speaker is involved in the first step of 
empowerment because he wants to be a person who can 
do some big things and give much influence like a 
political party but he cannot. It also reflects that he is 
frustrated because of that situation.  
55 S7/ 
02.31/ 
5/ a-d/ 
III-IV 
I forgive you so 
give somebody a 
reason to dance! 
    V        V   V   V V In this sentence, the speaker applies metonymy by 
using the word „dance‟ to refer to the more general 
concept that is being happy. This metonymy gives the 
listeners a delightful imagination of people who express 
their happiness by dancing. It also increases the 
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listeners‟ emotion that makes them aware of human‟s 
need to enjoy life. This sentence reflects the third step 
of empowerment since it shows the speaker‟s response 
to new information about what the people need. It also 
reflects that the speaker builds his strengths by 
persuading the listeners to make other people happy.   
56 S8/ 
00.35/ 
11/ a-
c/ III-
IV 
If you don't like 
popsicles, 
there's 
something 
wrong with 
your brain. 
          V  V  V    V V That clause is considered as hyperbole because the 
speaker exaggerates his astonishment on someone who 
does not like popsicles by saying that there is 
something wrong with his or her brain. This hyperbole 
plays a role to give the listeners imaginative pleasure 
because the speaker delivers the message humorously 
and it calls the listeners‟ imagination. In addition, it 
also increases the listeners‟ emotional intensity because 
of the exaggeration. Based on the context, this sentence 
reflects the third because it reflects the speaker‟s 
response on new information he just found out. 
Moreover, it also reflects the fourth step of 
empowerment because the speaker implicitly shows 
that he is trying to build his inherent strength by 
convincing the listeners to agree that popsicle is one of 
the things that make summer awesome. 
57 S8/ 
01.45/ 
2/ c/ I-
II 
That means that 
tons of kids 
don't have a 
summer that's 
awesome, 
because no 
school means no 
lunch. 
 V             V  V V   In this sentence, metaphor is applied by comparing the 
number of persons with the weight measurement of 
things. This metaphor is used to add emotional intensity 
of the listeners because the location of metaphor 
stresses the information that there are many children 
who cannot enjoy summer time happily. This sentence 
reflects the first and second step of empowerment. It is 
because the speaker shows that he is involved in a 
critical situation in which there are a lot of children 
who suffer from poverty. This sentence also shows that 
he is frustrated because of that condition.  
58 S8/ 
02.01/ 
12/ c/ 
They got a 
pretty cool 
plan. 
           V   V    V V It is considered as litotes because in the next sentences, 
the speaker shows that the plan is not only cool but 
awesome. Therefore, he says less than what he actually 
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III-IV means. The use of this litotes is to increase the 
listeners‟ emotional intensity because it exaggerates the 
idea delivered by the speaker. This sentence shows that 
the speaker is involved in the third sentence because it 
reflects the speaker‟s response on new information that 
is related with the way to help American poor children. 
This sentence also reflects that the speaker is building 
his inherent strength because he persuades the listeners 
to join him helping the poor children. 
59 S8/ 
02.03/ 
6/ c-d/ 
III-IV 
Every time when 
someone 
watches, likes, 
or shares this 
video, they'll 
donate money to 
feeding 
America, so 
somebody gets a 
free meal. 
     V         V V   V V It is considered as synecdoche because the speaker uses 
the word „America‟ to refer to the part of all American 
people who are American poor children. Because the 
meaning of that synecdoche is longer, therefore, the use 
of synecdoche in this sentence is to help the speaker 
deliver a message briefly. Moreover, this synecdoche 
also can increase the listeners‟ emotional intensity 
because by mentioning the whole part for the part of 
America, the speaker creates an exaggeration effect of 
the people who are fed by the listeners. This sentence 
shows that the speaker is involved in the third sentence 
because it reflects the speaker enthusiasm for new 
information that is related with the way to help 
American poor children. This sentence also reflects that 
the speaker is building his inherent strength because he 
persuades the listeners to watch his video so that the 
listeners also can help the poor children.  
60 S9/ 
01.08/ 
4/ a-c/ 
IV 
Hey park, I 
kissed Beyonce! 
   V         V  V     V In this sentence, the speaker applies apostrophe by 
calling the park as it can listen to his voice. The 
application of apostrophe in this sentence gives the 
listeners a pleasure by imagining how if a park is really 
able to understand and listen to human‟s expression of 
happiness. In addition, it also increases the listener‟s 
emotional intensity since the application of apostrophe 
in this sentence exaggerates the speaker‟s feeling of 
happiness because he has kissed Beyonce. This 
sentence reflects that the speaker builds his confidence 
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by being extremely happy.  
61 S9/ 
01.12/ 
4/ a-c/ 
IV 
Hey alligator, 
hey random 
dude! I kissed 
Beyonce! 
   V         V  V     V Apostrophe is applied in this sentence by calling an 
alligator as it can listen to the speaker‟s voice. The 
application of apostrophe in this sentence gives the 
listeners a pleasure by imagining how if an alligator is 
really able to understand and listen to human‟s 
expression of happiness. In addition, it also increases 
the listener‟s emotional intensity since the application 
of apostrophe in this sentence exaggerates the speaker‟s 
feeling of happiness because he has kissed Beyonce. 
This sentence reflects that the speaker builds his 
confidence by being extremely happy. 
62 S9/ 
02.05/ 
1/ a-d/ 
III-IV 
It means this: 
treat everybody 
like it's their 
birthday. 
V            V   V   V V In this sentence, the speaker employs simile by 
obviously using the word „like‟ to compare the way the 
listeners should treat other people with the way they 
treat their friend in his or her birthday. The function of 
this simile is to give a clearer picture or more concrete 
example of an action of treating people nicely. In other 
words, this simile gives the listeners imaginative 
pleasure. This sentence reflects the speaker‟s response 
to new information about how people should treat 
others. It also reflects that the speaker is trying to build 
his inherent strength, specifically emotional strength, in 
treating other people kindly. 
63 S9/ 
03.41/ 
6/ c/ 
III-IV 
Do you know 
what else the 
world needs? 
     V         V    V V That expression employs synecdoche because the 
speaker mentions „the world‟ to points to humans who 
are actually only a part of the world. Through 
synecdoche, the speaker is trying to increase the 
listeners‟ emotional intensity or awareness of the big 
responsibility to make the world better. This sentence 
reflects that the speaker is involved in the third step of 
empowerment because it shows his response toward 
new information related with some ways to make the 
world better. In addition, it also shows the listener‟s 
effort to build his inherent strength because this 
sentence implicitly persuades the listeners to join him 
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in making the world better.  
64 S9/ 
03.41/ 
3/a/ 
III-IV 
Do you know 
what else the 
world needs? 
  V          V      V V That expression is also considered as personification 
since the speaker gives an attribute of humans‟ life 
(needing things) to the world which is a non-living 
thing. Through the personification, the speaker is trying 
to give imaginative pleasure of how if the earth live and 
have some needs. This sentence reflects that the speaker 
is involved in the third step of empowerment because it 
shows his response toward new information related 
with some ways to make the world better. In addition, it 
also shows the listener‟s effort to build his inherent 
strength because this sentence implicitly persuades the 
listeners to join him in making the world better. 
65 S9/ 
04.21/ 
4/ a-c/ 
IV 
Hey track, I 
kissed Beyonce!  
   V         V  V     V Apostrophe is applied in this sentence by calling a track 
as it can hear the speaker‟s voice. The application of 
apostrophe in this sentence gives the listeners a 
pleasure by imagining how if a track is really able to 
understand and listen to human‟s expression of 
happiness. In addition, it also increases the listener‟s 
emotional intensity since the application of apostrophe 
in this sentence exaggerates the speaker‟s feeling of 
happiness because he has kissed Beyonce. This 
sentence reflects that the speaker builds his confidence 
by being extremely happy. 
66 S9/ 
04.23/ 
4/ a-c/ 
IV 
Hey 
motorcycles, I 
kissed Beyonce! 
   V         V  V     V Apostrophe applied in this sentence by calling a non-
living thing which is motorcycle as it can listen to the 
speaker‟s voice. The application of apostrophe in this 
sentence gives the listeners a pleasure by imagining 
how if a motorcycle is really able to understand and 
listen to human‟s expression of happiness. In addition, 
it also increases the listener‟s emotional intensity since 
the application of apostrophe in this sentence 
exaggerates the speaker‟s feeling of happiness because 
he has kissed Beyonce. This sentence reflects that the 
speaker builds his confidence by being extremely 
happy. 
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67 S10/ 
01.59/
3/ a/ 
III-IV 
The whole 
world is 
countin' on 
you! 
  V          V      V V It is considered as personification since the speaker 
gives an attribute of humans‟ life that is the ability of 
counting to the earth which is a non-living thing. 
Through the personification, the speaker is trying to 
give imaginative pleasure of how if the earth live and 
have some needs. This sentence reflects that the speaker 
is involved in the third step of empowerment because it 
shows his response toward new information related 
with some ways to make the world better. In addition, it 
also shows the listener‟s effort to build his inherent 
strength because this sentence implicitly persuades the 
listeners to join him in making the world better. 
68 S10/ 
01.59/ 
11/ a-
c/ III-
IV 
The whole 
world is 
countin' on 
you! 
          V  V  V    V V That sentence also considered as hyperbole because it 
exaggerates the big number of people who consider the 
listeners. The exaggeration in this sentence provides the 
listeners an enjoyment of imagining the whole world is 
counting on them. Moreover, it also increases the 
listeners‟ emotional intensity because it strengthens the 
listeners‟ feeling about how meaningful is their life. 
This sentence reflects that the speaker involves in the 
third and fourth step of empowerment. It is because the 
sentence shows the speaker‟s enthusiasm as his 
response toward new information about the meaning of 
life. It also reflects how such awareness of the meaning 
of life builds the speaker‟s internal strength.  
69 S10/ 
03.04/ 
1/ a/ 
III-IV 
It's like I always 
say, treat 
everybody like 
it's their 
birthday. 
V            V      V V In this sentence, the speaker employs simile by 
obviously using the word „like‟ to compare the way the 
listeners should treat other people with the way they 
treat their friend in his or her birthday. The function of 
this simile is to give a clearer picture or more concrete 
example of an action of treating people nicely. In other 
words, this simile gives the listeners imaginative 
pleasure. This sentence reflects the speaker‟s response 
to new information about how people should treat 
others. It also reflects that the speaker is trying to build 
his inherent strength, specifically emotional strength, in 
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treating other people kindly. 
70 S10/ 
03.17/ 
9/ a-c/ 
III-IV 
That sounds 
like a scary 
world to me, 
but a fun one 
cause everybody 
would be like 
me! 
        V    V  V    V V This clause is considered as paradox because that scary 
thing seems fun is a strange fact. However, if the 
listeners take a look at the context, that strange thing is 
a truth. This paradox provides an enjoyment of 
imagining having such feeling. Therefore, it has a 
function to give imaginative pleasure. Moreover, it also 
brings a surprising effect for the listeners so that it also 
has a role to increase the listeners‟ emotional intensity.  
This sentence reflects that the speaker just found out 
information that some people are inspired by him. In 
other words that sentence shows the speaker‟s response 
toward that new information. In addition, it also reflects 
that the speaker builds his inherent strength by 
implicitly persuades the listeners to follow the good 
characters of him.  
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